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MUST BOOKS 
October 5 


Hodgins, Eric Simon & Schuster 
BLANDINGS' WAY $3.00 


Mr. Blandings has again made Book-of-the-Month (the first, Mr. Blandings Builds 

His Dream House, Gid right well in book and moving pictures) for this will be the alternate 
selection for October, with Belles On Their Toes. It is just as sobering a picture as the 
earlier book for his attempts to establish himself in his Connecticut home and reconcile 
his advertising job in the city with life in the country do little to lift the veils of 
dishonesty he encounters. Crisis follows crisis, from the fire that brings all of Lans- 
dale to help him to the campaign he continues to bring a state park to the community. In 
between there is Joanie winningan essay contest which turns into a red flag; their cook's 
husband whose farming brings the County Agent down on them; the local newspaper which Mr. 
Blandings didn't mean to buy and which, once bought, teaches him too much about the first 
settlers and the imported gentry and causes him to give up his job in the city; an article 
on oleomargarine dismays the dairy farmers; the state park issue plays into the hands of 
other detractors. To square his conscience, he sells both the house and the paper, and 
returns, his horizons still clouded, to his advertising job. "What was past was prelude” 

€ for this jungle of thinking in which peace-loving Mr. B. is embroiled and he stays on the ( 
run with much wry humor as his principles turn on him and bite. It's fine to have the | 
Blandings with us again in spite of the fact that their confusion is as hopeless as the 
reader's own. 


October 30 


Schulberg, Budd Random House 
THE DISENCHANTED $3.50 —F 


* Report repeated from P. 316, June lst bulletin, when scheduled for earlier publi- 
cation as follows:- "Yet another relentless search into the gamble of success, this new 
novel explores the beginning - and the end - of Manley Halliday, literary light of the 
'20's and now in disgrace in the '30's (and recognizable as F. Scott Fitzgerald). His 
chance comes when he is assigned to work on the treatment of young Shep Stearns’ book for 
the Czar of All the Rushes, Victor Milgrim. Determined on a comeback, but unable to for- 
get his fame, Halliday is bolstered by Shep's real admiration for him, hampered by his need 
for Ann, his bondage to his memories of Jere, companion and wife of his early, gilded days 
of glory. Through past and present, through returns to the highspots of his youth when the 
studio sends Shep and him East, through his first slip into a little drink, Manley comes 
face to face with the disintegration of his life, the maddening realization that all is 
gone, never to return. As his alcoholism mounts, so do his troubles, with all around hin, 

with the lessening of the possibility of coming back, so that death when it comes writes a 
| welcome ending. More compassionate than his previous books, this constitutes a sad obitu- 


SD 


ary for the Fitzgerald age." Book-of-the-Month Club selection for November. i 
@& November 7 
Hall, James Norman A.M.P.- Little, Brown | 





THE FAR LANDS $3.00 | 


A story based on the legends of the early Polynesian migrations has two strikes 
against it at the start, but manages- after a slow beginning - to overcome both in large 
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part. Legendary material is §.» sv appealing to a somewhat specialized, though not neces- 
sarily limited, market. Legendary material told as a story within a story provides a dou- 
ble frame of removal from reader attention. This in the case of /'v¢ fur Lunis accounts 
for the very slow getting under way of a tale that finally compels attention as first rate 
adventure and romance. It is the story of the segment of the Tonga clan on the last phase 
of their centuries' long search for the Far Lands where they can pursue peaceful lives; of 
the uneasy terms under which they lived, subject to the overrule of the bloodthirsty war- 
like Koros; of the young son of the chief, Maui, namesake of the demi-god whose mystic lure 
they follow- and of the Koro maiden, Hina whom he loved; of the Tonga pricst, Metua, in- 
fluence for good, strong in his faith in the power of love as greater than hate and fear. 
An unusual story, with some of the old Nordhoff and Hall island magic - but not always 
easy reading. Literary Guild Selection for December. (Parts of this ran in the itlantic 
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September 22 


Leatherman, LeRoy Harcourt, Brace 
H THE CAGED BIRDS $3.00 





A Southern summer and the impact of its events on Jim Daigre, aged eight, form 
the core of this implicit, rather than overt, emotional landscape. His birthday brings 
him four love-birds, whose resultant fate, when one female kills the other two to get the 
male, clouds his mother's sense of responsibility; he is taught Greek by old Mr. Aristo 
whose adopted son, Luke, lawless and shameless as he may be, constitutes a sort of hero for 
Jim. Surrounded by gossip, of grandmother, neighbors, aunts and uncle, aware of the strain 
between his parents, Jim has only the outspoken, uninhibited memories of his Grandfather as 
signposts for his own integrity when he is thrown into a more personal world when his moth- 
i er evades the real world in sickness. The oil boom, Luke's grand gestures of wealth, an 
unsatisfactory friendship with another boy, and the cumulative climax of Luke's death and 
Mr. Aristo's madness, wind up the near-tragedy of desertion and dissoluticn. There's a 
feeling of Jie Gluss Nenager:e in theme as well as writing, there is a dissection of event 
in terms of effect that mark this for a discriminating audience. 


September 24 


Howard, Robert E. Gnome Press 
CONAN THE CONQUEROR $2.75 


A time projection which puts its emphasis on necromancy tells of the barbarian, | 
Conan's, conjurement at the hands of his enemies and his attempts and travels to win back 
his kingdom. With the resurrection of Xaltotun, a sorcerer of famous powers, Conan is for- 
ced out of his country to find the heart of Ahrimam, which has brought Xaltotun back to life 
and which will be the means of Conan's return to his people. The fight against his usurper, 

Fs and against the plots to enslave him, and his own battles to withhold his imperious temper, 
the search for the heart, all lead to a fight to the finish in rainy tale terms. For the | 
Derleth-Lovecraft fans. . | 

September 29 | 


Long, Margaret ) Random House 
LOUISVILLE SATURDAY $2.75 


The Time is 1942; the Place is Louisville, Kentucky; the hard centre of this full-) 
bodied, full-blooded, full-loined novel is an armed forces parade on the main street on an 















September 1, 1950 Fiction -527- 


October Saturday- and the periphery of the women. Here, heaped up and running over are 
whores ,frustrated old men, artistic women, "babes", imbecillic nymphomaniacs, pregnant 
women, beaten women, drunken women, what they think while watching the parade, what they 
think and what they do when it is over. En masse, the parade seems the phallic, virile 
symbol. Individually, the story breaks into the accent on eleven women - given form by 
the love of their men. Flick is the handsome, sleek gentile of high caste who falls in 
love with the Jew, Ben. Her thinking is rudely snapped into place when Ben explains that 
his family would not approve their marriage...Frankie's tough husband is a welder, who 
must prove his manhood by beating her when he can't get into the war...Mrs. Hankins tries 
to escape from the effects of the parade through a bottle of gin, poor substitute for the 
son who had been killed...Frances catches the eye of Emile, during the parade, meets him 
at a drugstore, falls in love and breaks her engagement to Carl...Onie is a hotly passion- 
ate, stupid, good-natured girl who can't say no...Gladys is a frustrated spinster, attract- 
ed by the homosexual Cora...There are others of the type of Celia, whose creativity is 
stifled by a cold, detached husband, or like Ellen, who discovers the dependence of all 
men... The author pulls no punches. Her novel is outspoken and intimate, and wherever op- 
portunity offers she lets her women bed with her men. Her conception of woman in wartime 
is passionate and fertile, and she reveals it in kaleidoscopic effect, in motion, color, 
warmth of humanity. Definitely not for public libraries, and we feel that the average 
reader of good taste will prefer to avoid it. And this despite rumors that various spurs 
are being supplied in unexpected directions. 


October 6 


Mortimer, Chapman McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
A STRANGER ON THE STAIR $2.50 


An enigmatic tale, this is dremched in the psycho-analytical release of the con- 
fessional for Edouard tells of Charles' life and death to Charles' twin brother who has 
come to Paris for just such an explanation. Living in a district in which he did not be- 
long, Charles with his clever fancies and love of domination has made a close friend of 
the boy, Ton Ton and is embittered when Ton Ton introduces Pipa, a feline bit of femininity. 
To hurt Ton Ton, Charles makes a play for Pipa, Ton Ton retaliates by proving his manhood 
with another woman and Charles is made a laughing stock by Pipa. In desperation he commits 
Suicide. The final viciousness is revealed as Pipa is shown living with Edouard. The ac- 
cent on the corruption of a friendship has a certain foreboding quality as the narrator 
discloses the deceit and humiliation visited on a helpless character. 


October 9 


Vidal, Gore Dutton 
DARK GREEN, BRIGHT RED $3.00 


The author of The City and the Pillar, etc. in somewhat different vein, gives a 





glimpse behind the scenes of an abortive Central American revolution, Peter, court-martial- | 


ed American Captain and war veteran, victim of a Spartan mother, tries to whip into shape 
General Alvarez' bare-toed army. Between dust-choked days on the parade ground are inter- 
ludes with the General's daughter Elean that muddy the veiled suggestions of relations with 
her brother, Peter's friend Jose, whose death later is perhaps suicide. The General, his 


army chief Aranha and an ambitious priest emerge as types rather than individuals. De Cluny, 


self-appointed Talleyrand of these less than 100 days, is catapulted from his years of 
specious literary unproductiveness into a resumption of his writing career. The two Ameri- 
can representatives of an almost mythical company, operating in the coastal banana lands, 
are found out in their short cut to the sure dollar. Well-written, with authentic atmos- 
phere, there is an overall aura of futility in a jumbled mosaic of confused lives. Moder- 
ately exciting but not up to the mark of his earlier work. 


October 11 


Kaye, Philip B. Crown 
TAFFY $3.00 


All the four letter words and the excesses of both young and adult worlds are 
here in this story of the Negro in the Harlem and Brooklyn areas. Mrs. Johnson, through 
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sheer force of steel, moves her family away from Harlem's hopelessness to the Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant section and there, not without some missteps, makes her way in the church, in com- 
munity and civic affairs - all at the expense of her husband's and children's welfare. It 
is Taffy, who has run around with the tough gangs in his old district, who finds the new 
boys and girls as merciless to a newcomer, and who, in retreating to the old world he knew, 
brings disgrace on his family when he kills a white man. But the disgrace is the means of 
making Mrs. Johnson dearer to her new friends. The pattern of Negro social life on various 
levels, the conflict of white and colored, the difficulties of juvenile control - all in 
realistic, though not attractive, vein. PL's will use the ten-foot pole. 


October 16 
Creative Age 
BE MY LOVE $3.50 


A twist of history and libido with characters converging on the Boston of the 
salty, naughty 1740's. Lady Sibyll, close kin to Amber, determines to rekindle the flick- 
ering flame of her former lover, the port collector, Sir Harry Frankland. She finds as 
her opponent Harry's "ward", a Marblehead miss of low but virtuous circumstances whose 
beauty had won Harry's heart. It takes successive upheavals,- the Louisbourg expedition, 
a side journey to Barbados (where Sibyll made unsuccessful war on the heart of young Wash- 
ington, who was saved by smallpox), and finally- while Harry and Agnes were on the Grand 
Tour, a Lisbon earthquake, before Sibyll was effectively routed and Agnes rewarded by her 
marriage lines. Period rather than historical romance in the escape category, with enough 
of the ingredients to insure a popular success in its field. 


Hinsdale, Harriet 


Scribner 
THE SIGN OF JONAH $3.50 


A sheen of brilliant superficiality may trick many readers into thinking this 
new novel by the author of The Prodigal Women a more penetrating study of the period between 
the wars than it seems to this reader. Against a panorama of the South, viewed through 
jaundiced eyes - New York, at a level of cocktail parties, first nights, balls and social 
glamour - a luxury yacht on a Caribbean cruise - Reno, unreal and unhappy Mecca of the dis- 
illusioned, is told the story of the Crocker-Buswells, and their erratic, comet-like ca- 
reers. Sybil Crocker, alcoholic and typed to the idea of flaming youth in the ‘20's, seeks 
out relatives of the dead father she worships, and finds them living in the South, pariahs 
because of the dominant ideals of the grandfather, Enoch Crocker, still aiming for the Re- 
construction goal of regeneration. She provides an erratic impetus which results in the 
rebellion of Hope, coldly passionate beauty, who carries with her the unawakened and naive 
older sister, the artistic and bitter younger brother, and the mother, Junoesque and class- 
ic mother-type. It is Hope who becomes the aggressive, dominating figure, with her grand- 
father's death. Her ruthless ambitions, her disdain for truth if it interferes with her 
desires, ultimately bring agony of spirit to Felicity, to Edward, to all who touch the 
periphery of her own career. But in the end, she overreaches herself, and her second hus- 
band, a Southern politician in the Talmadge tradition, pays her off in her own coin. Few 
readers will feel any sympathy for any of the characters,- unless perhaps for the small 
boy, victim and lay figure. Emotionally, the story and the characterizations seem unreal 
and derivative. The trappings of the novel are tinsel. The impact is bogus. For me, the 
story left me unmoved, save a sense of active distaste. Definitely not for conservatives. 


Hale, Nancy 


Steinbeck, John (0-20 Viking 
BURNING BRIGHT $2.50 


Four scenes and four characters build up a modern morality play-novelette which 
introduces techniques that demand an awareness, a sensitivity, on the part of the reader 
to the symbolism, imagination in bridging the transitions. The characters carry through: - 
Joe Saul, to whom the thread of immortality demands offspring; Friend Ed, whose understand- 
ing and love encompass them all; Victor, wholly virile and material; and Mordeen, whose 
love for Joe Saul is great enough to accept the inevitability of betrayal. There's a cen- 
tral continuity of theme, whether the scene is the dressing rooms of the Big Top, the house 
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on the farm, the captain's cabin of the freighter. The passion for survival in the next 
generation - the great love of a man for a woman, a woman for a man- jealousy and suspic- 
ion - possession- friendship, these are the drives that implement the story. A challenge 
to dramatic techniques, less related to his own Of Mice and Men. than to Wilder's Our 
Town and Skin of our Teeth or to some of O'Neill's dramas. As a novel, it is far from 
easy reading, with unexplained shifts of setting and long philosophical diversions, weak- 
ening- for fiction- the emotional impact. The play is to be produced by Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein almost simultaneously with book publication, and it will be exciting to see how, 
in dramatic form, the ideas carry conviction. A sure subject of controversy. 






























October 17 


Payne, Robert Macmillan 
THE YOUNG EMPEROR $3.50 


* A first person narrative, this has the feel of actual observation - the color, 
the smell, the look of the country and the people - of Hindustan of the Mogul emperors, 
and the quality of an adult fairy tale. Young Taverner falls head and heels in love with 
the Indies from a sailor's yarns, disowns his father's shipbuilding yards and heads East 
as soon as he can. Working in the English factory, he is introduced to the young Prince, 
Shah Jehan, and later to the Emperor, who bribes him with the beautiful Sinta. But it is 
the Prince and his lovely Mahal who win Taverner's loyalty and for whom he tries to make 
guns. When the Emperor has Sinta tortured to death and Taverner imprisoned it is the 
Prince who helps him escape, so that Taverner has a personal interest in capturing the 
Emperor. This accomplished, the Prince accedes to the throne, his daughter, Meriam, is 
given to Taverner, and with Mahal's death in childbirth, the idea for the Taj Mahal comes | 
into being....A wonderful panorama of elephants, lions, the snows of Kashmir, poison, 
underground cellars, ruined temples, murders, knives, women soldiers, the position of the 
English traders, the fabulous splendors and wealth of the East, - all in a leisurely, re- 
laxing pace of unusual charm... 


Kee, Robert McGraw-Hill 
THE IMPOSSIBLE SHORE $3.00 


A compelling book, though not a pleasant one. The story is set in the haunted 
days following V-E day, when a young English P.O.W. and his buddy escape their East Pruss- 
ian camp for the safety of the Elbe's further shore, a.countryside neither at war nor peace, 
apprehensive of its half-Asiatic conquerors. In the hamlet of Tannenwalde, they come upon 
an unusual commandant in Nicolai, who-between stiff drinking bouts- treats his eharges, the 
villagers, with human understanding. When a pocket of the Wehrmacht blocks Johnny Clay and 
Guy Rankin's progress towards the American lines, Nicolai quarters them in the house of 
Herr Kermbach and his blonde daughter, Charlotte, disturbingly feminine to men from three 
years behind barbed wire. An assignment from Nicolai prevents Johnny from joining Guy and 
Charlotte in a swimming expedition, and brings jarringly close to the surface the unspoken 
situation below the surface. Then Guy stirs it further with a chance remark, which com- i 
bined with a brutal discovery Johnny had made in a deceptively peaceful-appearing barn, | 
prepares the way for the final horror of the lake. As reportage, the story is exceptional, 

a pattern of events seen with perceptive and sensitive eyes; as a novel, it somehow just | 
misses, though it marks a distinct advance over the previous 4 Crowd Is Not Company | 


October 19 ~ 


Feikema, Feike Doubleday : 
THE BROTHER $3.50 | 





The giant primitive descends into the town - the factory and Greenwich Village- 
in this second in the trilogy, carrying Thurs through the depression of the thirties. Thurs, 
stumbling away from an undefined guilt born of a virgin relationship with Hero, back home 
in Iowa, brings his gargantuan size and innocent generosity to the complexity of the East. 
Like a wanderer from a time of dinosaurs, mammoth and lonely life, Thurs gropes earnestly 
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to learn the language of society - away from amorphic ambiguity. Hitching to New York, 
Thurs is brought into the city by an assortment of human brothers - amusingly isolated - 
intimately realized - a homosexual procurer named Proudlove, a dedicated helping-hander, 

a truck driver who loves his car like a woman. But it is in the New Jersey factory that 
Thurs becomes involved with the top layer of misery, hatred and tired pleasures of a great 
mass of individuals - in the early days of strikes, organizing and talk. And Thurs tries 
to channel his lonely desires- in sex, in organized brotherhood and art. However, the 
faces he meets in Greenwich Village become paralyzed in empty masks - the joyless women, 
constricting maxims of the Marxists, the lifeless form of art. Reminiscent of Wolfe ina 
vital conception of character, but lacking Wolfe's active energy in perspective - the char- 
acters are swept up in the author's conclusions and lose their vitality. However, in 
spite of the heavy dose of experimental sex, there is plenty of good reading. Not for 

the fastidious or overly sensitive. 


October 23 


Marshall, Edison Farrar, Straus 
THE INFINITE WOMAN $3.00 -— 


A complex character was Lola Montero, born Lucia Riley- and at numerous points 
suggesting resemblances to that romantic figure, Lola Montez. In the best romantic drama- 
tic tradition, Edison Marshall has drawn her as a "goddess of fertility", realizing the 
goal of women of beauty, but inwardly torn by the dual attraction of an idealistic, penni- 
less French journalist, and magnetic, devil-ridden, evil Lord Lundy. An Indian childhood, 
dominated by the worship of strange gods to which her native servant, Manu, introduced her, 
was rudely interrupted with her Irish father's death, her selfish mother's second marriage, 
her abrupt return to England and a Scottish step-grandmother. Rebellion- a youthful de- 
termination to set her own sights and realize her ambitions- resulted in a tumultuous, 
tempestuous career. Briefly married, she went back to India, only to rebel against ortho- 
doxy again, and to return- in disgrace- to Europe, where she carved out a spectacular suc- 
cess as a dancer - toast of a continent - mistress of Ludwig of Bavaria and a Countess in 
her own right. Finally, politics behind her, she became common law wife of Rene, now a | 
byword and power in French journalism, always her good angel. But Lord Lundy, thwarted | 
before in his determination to break her if he could not have her, caused his death- and 
Lola, with Manu again her guardian, brought their checkered romance to a melodramatic end 
on the edge of the mine pits of Lord Lundy's estate. Colorful, fast paced, overladen with 
picaresque details, but holding reading for those who enjoy passionate adventure. 


Singer, Isaac Bashevis Knopf 
THE FAMILY MOSKAT $3.95 


A closely meshed, heavily patterned family saga, this covers the years from be- 
fore World War I and up to the bombing of Warsaw of World War II in the fortunes of the 
Moskats. Reb Meshulam Moskat, through his unpredictable actions, has acquired great wealth 
and notoriety in Warsaw's ghetto and when at 80 he marries for the third time he adds to 
his legend. His new step-daughter, Adele, and his granddaughter, Hadassah, are both at- 
tracted to the provincial greenhorn, Asa Heshel Bannet but although it is Hadassah he loves, 
it is Adele he marries and the triangle continues until he meets Barbara. After Meshulam's 
death, through the years the family's way changes - there is a break to America, to Pales- 
tine, they die, marry, fight, argue, they watch the shifts during the war and:see the fa- 
mily fortune, most of which has been stolen by their father's agent, dissipate as does 
their adherence to the Chassidic group and with the bombing it is Death who is the messiah 
for all. A detailed accounting of a part of the past, of a type of life and people now 
wiped out, this is impressive in its scope. 


October 24 








Stuart, Jesse McGraw-Hill 
CLEARING IN THE SKY $2.75 


Short stories of the Kentucky hills, where men still live a primitive, frontier 
life. Though the setting- and some of the characters- link the stories together, each 
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story is complete in itself. The county's "champeen eater" takes on a glossy black rooster 
in the matter of corn grains downed; a wistful hilltop lover of things wheeled "lifts" a 
temporarily unused steam shovel; a skinny beanpole wrestles a bear to feed the wife and 
kids; two morticians burn up the switchbacks to a family feud; a high school gridiron hero 
learns the difference between two campus queens; brutality breaks through a story of a cag- 
ed wildcat and hounds matched against it. True flavor of the hills and an oblique light 
touch on accents and dialect characterize the whole. 


October 25 


Teilhet, Darwin William Sloane 
THE HAPPY ISLAND , $3.00 


The destructive application of military skills to civilian life is portrayed here 
as mass mind conditioning is put into practice on an Hawaiian island. Park Mattison is 
hired by Tothic, whose enterprises, in exporting pineapple and running a resort, depend on 
the docility of his workers, to use war tactics in camouflaging newspaper, radio, labor and 
sports for the benefit of the company. Park, setting up a task force, remains incognito as 
a penniless painter, finds his work receiving acclaim through art-purveying Sherman, who 
hates the top-dog whites; learns that half-caste Laina has claimed his love as well as his 
passion; is set for a five-year contract. But the situation falls apart, Tothic runs out 
and a civilized man, of good will and deep belief, through his wife dynamites Park's -con- 
trol. In escaping the violence that follows the scandal of disclosure, Park and Laina are 
killed. In the loused up lives, the indifference to human hurt and decency, this may re- 
call Wilder's Wait For Tomorrow (Putnam, P. 71); in the perversion of modern techniques 
for business purposes it has an original slant. 


October 26 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
RAINBOW IN THE ROYALS $3-00 
i *3 
A better written book than his best selling Wake of the Red Witch or his Fair 
Wind to Java. He has managed to get away from the temptation to have too many irons in 
the fire and his story sails along, fair winds and foul, with plenty of melodrama but less 
of intricacy. Once again there is conflict between two men for one girl, daughter of the 
ship owners. The two men are brothers, both bent on winning the race from New England to 
San Francisco and the gold mines. Bill, the younger one, is willing to risk everything, 
including honor, to win; his brother Jim pits his seamanship and judgment, and, of course 
wins with fair play, but the race is to the finish line, and there are plenty of thrills. 
Nautically speaking, I wont vouch for the accuracy of detail;it’s not in my line. But for 
sheer pace of narrative, color, drama,it's top drawer picaresque adventure, with character- 
ization secondary to story interest. 


Stevenson, D. E. Rinehart 
MUSIC IN THE HILLS $2.75 


A sequel to, but independent of, Vittoria Cottage (1949), this continues with 
some of the characters of that novel and is laid in the Scottish border country. Mamie 
and Jock Johnstone hire a new shepherd, Reid, and their nephew, James Dering, back from 
the war in Malaya, comes to stay with them. James is recovering from his mother's second 
marriage, and also from Rhoda who loves art more than him and the peace of Murdeth is soon 
on him. He has trouble with worldly Holly and finds he is responsible for her younger 
sister, Eleanor; there is trouble with sheep stealing and Reid's name is coming into bad 
odor; Mamie proves a restful Mrs.-Fixit. Reid's innocence is established, the thieves 
caught, James advised of his future and inheritance - and Rhoda returned to him. A pleas- 
ant, relaxing type of story by a practiced hand. 
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October 30 
Gheorghiu, Constant-Virgil Knopf 
THE TWENTY-FIFTH HOUR $3.50 


A horror tale, some of which is culled from ten years of war, humanity and in- 
humanity, a widely spaced novel of doom, destruction and harrowing experience, inter- 
spersed with the conception of the 25th hour after the world's end. There is no more 
oxygen; humanity has turned to machine; the individual is extinct. Such a time is equal 
to the frustration due to bureaucy many times magnified - to the nightmares of a Koestler- 
the injustices of a Kafka. The central character is one Johann Moritz, Romanian, who plans 
in his 25th year to go to America- but never gets there. Instead he marries Susanna, is 
given money to set up a farm, then is suddenly ordered to a Jewish labor camp to dig a 
canal. One concentration camp follows another in a series of treks and tortures. Father 
Koruga, spokesman for Christ and Christianity, whose son had financed Johann's farm, is 
briefly reunited with his son and Johann, then dies in a concentration camp. The son 
marries a Jewess who lives in terror of her race being discovered. She is witness to 
Johann's choice of return to prison after a few hours of freedom. Gheorghiu envisions a 
locked-up humanity, clamped down by machines of its own making. A serious often compelling 
work, full of drama and pity and philosophical tensions, but at times repetitious and 


overly dramatic. 


Simon & Schuster 


Rich, Helen | 
THE WILLOW BENDER !//2 7) $3.00 
A simple, rhythmic story of an unseasonal storm in Colorado which shows the 
emotional patterns of those caught in its tension. Goldpan is torn apart by the Shellaby 
Dredge and Mining Company in its efforts to dig the gold surface miners have been working 
on for years and as one section fails the company moves on to another, where Andy Towner 
and his young wife, Reenie, live. Andy, deeply rooted in family pride and lore, refuses 
to sell, and in defying the company, adds to their problems. Off on a mining trip when 
the willow bender comes, Andy never knows how deeply Reenie: falls for the company agent, 
how terribly she desires to be true to her husband, but youth and the storm combine into 
@ passionate intoxication. Reenie and Julian try to stave off their feelings, Andy knows 
the thrill of a possible strike in a hidden mountain mine, the company cuts dangerously 
near Andy's home, and Reenie knows she is pregnant. With Julian's decision to leave the 
company and enlist, Reenie knows her punishment will be great in keeping the baby's pa- 
ternity secret... Unworldly, even innocent, this has an uncluttered, straight line of 


development. 


Farrell, James T. Vanguard 
AN AMERICAN DREAM GIRL (¢ 2 ! $3.00 

A collection of twenty odd short stories which reveal some new facets of Farr- 
ell's genius for characterization. For it is as characterization- rather than plot- that 
most of these stories are memorable. That and an ability to cut under the facade of con- 
ventional impression to the mood, the psychological import, the compulsion below. There 
is at times a kind of brittle cynicism; then, in sharp contrast, a compassionate under- 
standing. The "Party" comes in for a good many disillusioning and ironical attacks, but 
these semi-political, semi-social aspects are more than counterbalanced by the human in- 
terest pieces. Racial hatred supplies an end twist to a bitter story, The Fastest Runner 
on Sixty First Street; The Girls at the Sphinx and A Coincidence give two sides of the 
picture of filles de joie; there's implicit commentary on the falsity of certain American 
standards, whether in sports, in advertising, in Hollywood; there's plenty of illicit 
passion, but it doesn't come off very well. The title story is one of the most tragic 
pieces, in its portrait of a model who dared not deviate from what she had been told at 
the Charm School was her role in American life. There's some very good writing- and con- 
siderable unevenness both in style and matter. But it is important as a facet of Farrell. 
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November 1 


Estridge, Robin Morrow 
SWORD WITHOUT SCABBARD $3.00 _ 


British in derivation, this is a civilized and controlled first novel which ar- 
gues around a question of conscience- and cowardice, generates considerable drama in the 
process. Peter Lewis, a Captain in the Army and a hero after a mission in Kasmaan in which 
the sixteen men under him had died, returns to England- to a session with nerves and night- 
sweats as well as the awareness of guilt towards a Major Falkland, abandoned by the Army 
and branded as a renegade. Falkland who had been to Peter- and to the natives- something 
of a Lawrence and who had idealistically set his allegiance above the limited understanding 
of the military. With the news that Falkland had been killed, by his own people, and 

given the support of Clare, whom he loves, Peter throws away his career, defies army orders 
to expose the betrayal of Falkland, but at the close is enabled by circumstance to start a 
new life with Clare- and her small boy. Something of the quality here- and the concern- 

of the Nigel Balchin books, this is alert to a matter of private integrity warring against 
protocol and the public eye, and is effective entertainment. 


November 2 — 


U. S. Army Contest Rinehart 


BEST ARMY SHORT STORIES - 1950 $2.50] 


With originality the first basis of selection and literary style second, these 
12 best short stories from those submitted, by officer and enlisted personnel, in the U.S. 
Army's world-wide $3,000 contest, have a definitely slick, magazine angle. Collier's 
$1,000 prize for the top three includes magazine publication for Kismet and the Nomad 
V¥oman by Major Gordon Enders, an effective picture of the destruction of a nomad tribe. 
Others are concerned with an English-American boy whom a U. S. Army Chaplain helps to 
live down his bastardy: a German priest who is tried - and acquitted through his innocence: 
the bringing in of a smart, smooth AWOL recruit: the burial of a soldier in his home town: 
slot machine mania is passed from one addict to another: a hot bath gets mixed up in mi- 
litary strategy and wins the day: a woman government worker's sterile life: anonymous 
bizarre predictions bring luck to a housewife and disaster to their originator: an import- 
ant telephone break-down is dismissed as "no hitch" after a miraculous repair is effected 
and the mission is successful; an Egyptian houseboy sees his King: salvage from ships sunk 
by submarines is the cause of an Irish town's destruction. Sentimental, some, funny, 
Others, strictly on the popular line. 


November 3 


LaMure, Pierre Random House 
MOULIN ROUGE $3.50 — 


A fictionized biography of Toulouse-Lautrec, famous artist and cartoonist of 
the Edwardian period in Paris. There is something infinitely pathetic in the way M. La 
Mure has exploited the incurable lameness and resultant morbidity and perversion of this 
tragic but gifted man. Scion of an ancient aristocratic family, only son of a mother and 
father who, though separated, doted on their child, remarkably gifted at a very early age, 
Toulouse-Lautrec was doomed to spend his life in Montmartre among bohemians, prostitutes 
and pimps, growing ever more bitter and finally drinking himself to death on absinthe. 
The story is told in a series of conversations that range from the mawkish and sentimental 
to indelible tawdriness and cheapness. It is unfortunate that his biographer did not 
bring to his subject more of comprehension and compassion, more regard for his real aesth- 
etic contribution, more stress on his world relations. The result will disappoint those 
interested in art history and revolt many to whom the exploitation of the facts will seem 
false and verging on pornographic. It seems written as a bid for box office receipts. 


———— 
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November 6 

Dutton 

FAREWELL THE TRANQUIL ‘ $3.00 


An English historical novel which traces the precarious, picaresque activities 
of Devon born Davy Treloar, a runagate smuggler, who when accused of shooting an Excise- 
man in a fracas in which his family is also killed, escapes to Paris where the Revolution 
is in full swing. Falling in with a household of Republicans, Davy is only halfhearted 
in his involvement which leads to an association with Thomas Paine, is shocked by the 
phrenetic pitch of terror and bloodshed, but is delayed in his initial intention to leave 
the city for America. Falling in love with Charlotte Lamotte, whose composed self-efface- 
ment at first obscures her attractions, Davy finally marries her, witnesses her killing of 
a man which enables them both to escape from France and ultimately to find serenity and 
security in England... A more matter of fact approach to turbulent times than is usual, 4 
sobriety which has conviction, this is possibly too subdued in its romantic interest (there 


is no decolletage) for followers of this type of fiction. 


Delderfield, R.F. 


Jordan, Mildred Knopf 
MIRACLE IN BRITTANY $2.75 


The story of two lonely men - and of the Brittany village where they were mis- 
understood and held apart - and of the "miracle" that gave them back their souls and won 
their people. One of them was a priest, a man too intellectual for the post he sought to 
fill; eager, yet inhibited, in his efforts to come close to his people. The other-was a 
cobbler, sent as a penance by his own village priest to live in this remote place and try 
to cure the hate that possessed him, for the man who had stolen his beloved from him. It 
is a strange and haunted story, full of the oddly pagan atmosphere of Brittany, where su- 
perstitions take precedence over a thin cloak of Christianity, where the faith of the peo- 
ple is stronger in the gods their ancestors worshipped, than in the dogma of their church. 
Then comes a comet, bringing fear to their innermost beings, and only the priest and the 
cobbler and the idiot lad are free from this fear. But at the end, it is the swift pass- 
ing of a stranger who changes the hearts of the two men, and makes Job Savot know that 
murder is no longer in his mind- but recognition of love. And the crippled child stumbles 
across to him, a miracle in the eyes of the village. But the real miracle is the re- 
demption of Job and of Father Morvan. 


Shepard, Odell & Willard Macmillan 
JENKINS' EAR $3.50 


Historical fiction bogs down in an elaborate framework and artificial style. For 
the story is presented as purporting to be the content of a long (almost 500 pages) letter 
written by Horace Walpole, gouty, more or less housebound, but still eager for imaginative 
adventure, to the Reverend William Cole, in strictest ‘bonds of secrecy, back in the mid- 
18th century. Within the letter he includes not only his own lively (though at times re- 
dundant) narrative of the goings on at Strawberry Hill, his fabulous Gothic castle, but 
stories linked together by the net of his plot. The mysterious Parson Blandison (of Hold- 
fast Gaines) turns up, with a bodyguard of highwaymen who call him "Sire". Rumor has it 
that he is none other than the lost Pretender, Charles Edward, and that he plans another 
attempt on the English throne. He brings to Strawberry Hill, for an incredible week, sur- 
vivors of the war of Jenkins Ear, and through their stories recreates the ramifications of 
that episode,- the infamous Jenkins himself, whose story falls to bits at the end; John 
Byron, shanghaiied into Com. Anson's fleet, to which he was presumably already assigned 
as midshipman- Anson's voyage around South America; Jeremy Tinker, and the tragedy of the 
Oglethorpe settlements in Georgia; Isaac Morris, with his incredible yarn of the longboat 
trip and the adventures with the Pampas Indians, and so on. But instead of winning the ‘ 
houseparty over to his side, Blandison through the finale of the heartbreak of the Forty 
Five, convinces Walpole and his associates of the madness and futility of yet another at- 
tempt- and a plan which should have launched the plot misfires and foils it. Blandison 
disappears again, bearing his secret with him. There's enormous research and scholarship 
here- but the mannered style of the telling, the ramifications of Walpole's deliberate di- 
gressions, while lending a note of authenticity may well: deter the average reader from the 
sheer labor of following the narrative. For the scholar of the period,it offers recompense. 
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November 6 


Stern, G.B. Macmillan 
TEN DAYS OF CHRISTMAS $3.50 


* This was to be an'even more glorious Christmas" than the memorable last one be- 
fore the war which had sent Clare to America, to her chagrin. But now she was back- for 
a few months at least- and her cousin Lal and Uncle Ted were to be guests at the Maitlands, 
and all sorts of other cousins and near cousins, in laws and odd relations were to-be there 
for "ten days of Christmas". The story gathers momentum, as an English family gathers- a 
sort of English equivalent, in so far as that could be, of the Rakonitz tribe, beloved of 
G.B. Stern fans. It's exciting and absorbing and the reader is one with the clan, eager 
over the plans for the Nativity play the children want to do for Uncle Ted, over the ro- 
mance, too long disjointed, of Nick and Tania, of the tremulous appreciation of the sig- 
nificance of the play to Terry, whose emotions were rigidly kept in cold storage, of per- 
ceptive portrayal of the tensions and cloaked feelings below the surface oneness. And 
then- in Lal's betrayal of a trust and self-justification, and in Terry's heartbroken vi- 
olence, the quarrel breaks out, a quarrel that spreads to engulf them all, to smash the 
mirror of their joy, to spoil the play, disrupt the new bonds of romance, and change the 
significance of the title to irony. Superbly, heartbreakingly skilful in handling, it has 
@ poignance that takes the reader to the heart of it, powerless to stop the deluge. G.B. 
Stern has a wicked genius for quarrels (remember Thunderstorm~ The China Shop- A Deputy 
Was King?) I was fascinated to the last word - and exhausted as if I'd lived through it 
myself. G.B. Stern in her old tradition, and nobody does it better. 


Faulkner, John | Norton 
CHOOKY $3.00 


* A happy entry into a field that is not overcrowded is this Penrod-ish talé of an 
eleven-year old Mississippi white boy, Chooky, and his two colored playmates, Hermann and 
Bubber, who are continually embroiled in results on which they had never planned. If 
Chooky's father hadn't indicated that he would be glad to carry on the war against the 
Yankees the hand-assembled ironclad boat would never have been built and a neighboring 
farmer shot; if Chooky hadn't been lured into selling religious tracts, there would never 
have been a wonderful hunting knife (paid for by his father); if father hadn't decided to 
keep them out of mischief, the painting of the store wouldn't have caused such wide-spread 
commotion; if it hadn't rained there wouldn't have been so much mud; if the circus hadn't 
come to town there wouldn't have been a round-up of the animals - well, you see how awry 
their world gets. There's more, about a toy airplane, Chooky's romance and torn pants, 
and teasing Bubber about Santa Claus coming at Easter - all in implacably logical, detail- 
ed steps leading to an unvoidable doom. Pretty funny in spots, this has a perennial ap- 
peal. There are illustrations by Rafael Busoni. 


Greig, Maysie Random House 
DARK CARNIVAL $2.50 - 


Elements of mystery- not much mystery, and the environs of Nice for the story of 
Shirley whose broken engagement and heart is soon soothed by the meeting with John Brown, 
whose sister had died inexplicably at the home of Robert Revenau. Shirley, who had once 
known Revenau, is at first loyal to the old friendship, covers for him until she is finally 
forced to recognize his involvement in a burglary as well as the murders he has committed. 
And in the face of. danger her spitting and spatting with John quiets down to the mutual 
acknowledgement of their love. The feminine formula in amplified- but still simplified- 
treatment. 

November 7 


Kneale, Nigel Knopf 
TOMATO CAIN $3.00 


A collection of monologues in the form of short stories, reminiscent at times of 
Poe - and launched with an introduction by Elizabeth Bowen. In space, they shift from the 
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Isle of Man through "liberated" Italy to the sandy fringe of the Battle of El Alamein; in 
time from the mid-18th century to the present; in content from evil's present to justice's 
retribution. The title story is a delightful regional piece in which old Eli the Manxman 
futilely fights the invasion of the "love apples" in agriculture; in Enderby and the 
Sleeping Beautya British soldier comes upon a mysterious tomb in the Sahara and awakens 

a "stone" maiden; 0 Mirror, Mirror is a rapier thrust at the outcome of race prejudice. A 
number of the stories deal with the furred and feathered but in the main these are deli- 
cately etched sketches of the tangled by-paths of human conduct, deceptively transparent, 
and emerging- as a whole- well above the general level of today's writing. 





November 9 





Doubleday 


Mason, F. Van Wyck 
VALLEY FORGE, 24 December 1777 $1.00 





Christmas Eve, 1777, at the ragged, wind-torn Valley Forge encampment. The dark- 
est moment of the patriots' cause comes and General Washington is ready to tender his re- 
signation to the Continental Congress. His soldiers’ faith in the face of all adversity 
and a young corporal's bravely lying Christmas letter to his mother restore the General's 
confidence and will to fight on. A good Christmas plus-sale item. 


And one late comer~practically published 








Sansom, William Harcourt, Brace 
SOUTH $2.75 








A brilliant collection of short stories by the young English author whose novel, 
The Body was published last year. A precise and evocative style, a penetrating observa- 
tion and an intensity of imagination contribute to the moving, poetic power of his work. 
"South" is southern Europe - Corsica, Italy and the Riviera - the south bringing fantas- 
ies, feuds, and ironies to a slow simmering. There is a gaunt-eyed engineer, dedicated 
to selling the little robins he has killed - whose lives he had admired, and ended; a 
drowned Christ who was and yet could not have been, in the god-held waters off Greece; a 
would-be suicide crumpled alive in the aquarium, identified laconically as specimen 
"humain" by a museum visitor; a swaying snake held at bay by a swaying lady in pajamas 
playing a saxaphone; two feuding old men loving in their hatred; and the most delightful 
and outrageous dog story we have ever read - with a sly comment on human beings. Potent 
writing - not to be missed. Limited market, however. 





SUSPENSE AND THRILLS 


September 14 


Chase, James Hadley Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
YOU'RE LONELY WHEN YOU'RE DEAD $2.50 _~ 


A frenzied private prowl shows Vic Malloy, out to protect a client - if the job 
is legal and ethical - whose wife is suspected of kleptomania. This leads to five kill- 
ings, a picture-taking racket, and a shake-down deal, and adds up to quite a dish of flesh- 
peddling. Bad burns for the thin-skinned here. California setting. 


September 19 


Warriner, Thurman Macmillan 
METHOD IN HIS MURDER $2.50 


Some frigid feints in the East Anglia fens when a Princess of Darkness locks 
horns with a trio of delightful new Baker Street disciples over the soul of her husband. 
Two corpses map out the field of mental combat. In the best British tradition. 
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October 16 































Queen, Ellery- /d. Little, Brown 
THE QUEEN'S AWARDS $2.50 


The annual which rounds up a dozen or so from Ellery Queen's Mystery Magazine 
and features some distinguished detectives and a minority of new names. John Dickson Carr 
does an imitation of the Purloined Letter; Craig Rice and Stuart Palmer combine their char- 
acters; John J. Malone and Hildegarde Withers; there's a Campion story by Margery Alling- 
ham; Stanley Ellin's Bluebeard, Quentin Patrick's victimization of a man by a child, a 
horror story, a special award first western detective story, etc. Slick as well as quick. 


November 1 


Sterling, Stewart Dutton 
DEAD OF NIGHT $2.50 


Again a workout for Gil Vine, house officer in a N.Y. city hotel which witnesses 
the murder of a man in the suite of Tildy Millett, gimmick girl on a video show. From 
Tildy's love for Dow Lanerd who plays around but not for keeps, to Lanerd's murder which 
is to follow, this turns up other angles- and curves, for a final solution in blackmail and 
an indiscretion which ended in illegitimacy.T.oud and noisy, this is strictly dime store 
stuff. 

Stuart, Matt Lippincott 

BONANZA GULCH $2.50 


The gay glitter of a new gold strike bedazzles Rupe Caldwell into the role of 
pocket-Napoleon heavy. His erstwhile minion, Jim Teague, smashes Rupe's budding domain 
and, of course, wins himself a virtuous bit of fluff. Some fancy firings with all sizes 
of caliber, but the level of writing is almost too good for a hoss opry. 


Brean, Herbert Morrow 
HARDLY A MAN IS NOW ALIVE_~ $2.50 — 


Better as a novel than as a mystery, this third of the adventures of Reynold 
Frame. On the verge of marriage to Connie Wilder (remember Wilders Walk Away?) Frame a- 
gain entangles himself in a series of oddities,- a haunting, a finding of a corpse ina 
well, a kidnapping of a centennarian, a case of dual identity, a mystery of a lost Emerson- 
Thoreau manuscript. Elaborate plotting and not too convincing unravelling, but good reading. 


Field, Peter Morrow 
POWDER VALLEY AMBUSH | $2.50 


v _ 


{ 


Tailor-made in technicolor for Roy Rogers and his yaller hoss Trigger is this 
tale of a downy-cheeked wrangler and his golden bay Sunshine. Trapped in the no-man's land 
of rancher vs. rustler war,Clint wages a private war to extract his gal from a nest of var- 
mints way up in the hills. Good pacing makes it a fast evening's reading. Again measures 


up to the high mark of his previous. / 
Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE ONE-EYED WITNESS $2.50 3 


He can still trick the reader as well as the court, can Perry Mason, who this 
time finds he has almost tricked himself. But when it is a case of two falsified identi- 
ties, Perry manages to come through with a clean slate for his client. There's murder, 
blackmail, the baby racket and a fancy lot of suspects involved in what looks- to all but 
Perry and his faithful twosome - like two distinct cases. And it takes a lot of Perry's 
reliable trickery and playing on the edge of the law to untangle it all. At that, there 
seem a few weak spots,but it's good reading to the end. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Benet, James - A PRIVATE KILLING Holmes, L. P. - RANGE PIRATE 

Boyd, James - LONG HUNT Robbins, Harold - NEVER LOVE A STRANGER 
Burnett, H. R. - HIGH SIERRA Spinelli, Marcos - THE GREEN FLAMES 
Frank, Pat - AN AFFAIR OF STATE Stout, Rex - AND BE A VILLAIN 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


DELL CROSS WORD DICTIONARY Kroll, Harry H. - THEIR ANCIENT GRUDGE 
Goldthwaite, Eaton K. - ROOT OF EVIL Sinclair, Bertrand-GUNPOWDER LIGHTNING 
Haggard, H. Rider - KING SOLOMON'S MINES Strange, John Stephen-ALL MEN ARE LIARS 
Keyes, F. P. - DINNER AT ANTOINE'S Webb, Mary - GONE TO EARTH 


Westcott, Jan - THE BORDER LORD 
GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY for Qctober 2 


De Luxe (Limited Time Only) 


De Guouy, Louis P. - THE GOLD COOK BOOK ($3.95) Eisenhower, Dwight D.-CRUSADE IN EUROPE 
($2.95) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Holland, W. Bob-/d.- PERMA BOOK OF GHOST STORIES Peale, Norman Vincent - YOU CAN WIN 


MacDonald, William C. - POWDERSMOKE JUSTICE Thomas, H. & D.L.-, STRANGE TALES OF 
“AMAZING FRAUDS 


Perma Giants (Each $.95) 
Thomas, H. & D.L. - LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS WOMEN & LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF GREAT 
SCIENTISTS 
Wright, A.P. & D. - HOW TO DANCE 
Sun Dial - Kennelly, Ardyth - THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM ($1.00) 
GROSSET & DUNLAP 
Dollar Books 
Loring, Emilie - BECKONING TRAILS Parks, Gordon - FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY 
Science-Fiction Classics (Each $1.00) 
Kuttner, Henry - FURY Williamson, Jack - THE HUMANOIDS 
van Vogt, A. E. - THE WORLD OF 4 | Wright, S. Fowler - THE ISLAND OF 
CAPTAIN SPARROW 


Specials 


Horn, S. F.-#d. - THE ROBERT E. LEE READER($1.98) O'Hara, John- A RAGE TO LIVE ($1.49) 
Marshall, Edison - GYPSY SIXPENCE ($1.49) Pearson, H.S. - SUCCESSFUL PART-TIME 
FARMING ($1.49) 


RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM - Jllus. Sarkis Katchadourian ($1.98) 
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THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Signet (Hach $.25) 


Arthur Burt - TRIGGER MAN THE NEW AMERICAN WEBSTER DICTIONARY 
Caldwell, Erskine - A SWELL-LOOKING GIRL (Original 
Gallico, Paul - THE LONELY Steinbeck, John - TORTILLA FLAT 
Howard, Toni - SHRIEK WITH PLEASURE Taylor, Sam S. - SLEEP NO MORE 


Mentor Lindeman, C.-fd. -LIFE STORIES OF MEN WHO SHAPED HISTORY from PLUTARCH'S LIVES 
POCKET BOOKS ‘Each $.25) ($.35) 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE CARELESS KITTEN Mayse, Arthur - PERILOUS PASSAGE 


Innes, M.- THE CASE OF THE JOURNEYING BOY Shulman, Max - THE FEATHER MERCHANTS 
Maule, H.E.- 4d. - THE POCKET BOOK OF WESTERN Stuart, Matt - DUSTY WAGONS 
STORIES Treacy, Don - CHESAPEAKE CAVALIER 


Specials (Each $.35) 


Richards, Gibson and Metcalf - SPANISH: SELF-TAUGHT THROUGH PICTURES 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SPANISH-ENGLISH, ENGLISH-SPANISH DICTIONARY 


Jumiors {Each $.25) 
Boylston, Helen Dore - SUE BARTON, SENIOR NURSE Harkings, Phillip - TOUCHDOWN TWINS 
eCOkR week bh GTi ek 
MUST BOOKS 


September 25 


Allen, Robert S. & Vanguard 
Shannon, William V. THE TRUMAN MERRY -GO-ROUND $3.50 


Successor to Washington Merry-Go-Round and just as iconoclastic, revealing, and 
disturbing, no matter to which political camp one belongs. For here- from the inefficient 
order of the Cabinet setup, through every facet of government and pressure groups to the 
high brass, the seamy side is turned outward for all to see. Not a pretty picture- nor one 
we should like shown the world. Bob Allen is no respector of persons or office. The book 
has the awful fascination of a gossip column, while at the same time it is extraordinarily 
informative, not merely as to personalities, their strengths and weaknesses, but as to the 
top heavy, incompetent, bungling functioning of our governmental machinery. Here and there 
an accolade is bestowed, for example Secretary of the Interior Chapman is called "without 
peer in his office"; Acheson, while his limitations are recognized, is characterized as 
"the greatest Secretary of State since Stimson"; Louis Johnson comes out as the strong man 
of the administration- "whatever else he may or may not do, will leave an imprint on the 
Armed Services that they will bear for a long time to come". And the feeling of confidence 
engendered by the pen portraits of Generals Collins, Gruenther and Vandenberg- of Admiral 
Forest Sherman, and of the already secure General Omar Bradley leaves the reader with a 
heartening sense of one part of the immediate future in the right hands. The whole is im- 
mensely good reading, controversial as it is, and frequently irritating in a tendency to 
flippancy, quipping and cheapness. But the points are driven home, and the thoughtful 
citizen will find much to ponder. Sure to be a big seller. 


A DARK HORSE 


September 7 


Carr, Albert Z. Doubleday 
TRUMAN, STALIN AND PEACE $2.75 


* A sane and positive estimate of the cold war - causes and possible remedies. Be- 
ginning with first hand observations of the early diplomatic rumblings after the war, the 
author follows negotiations under Roosevelt - stillborn efforts for understanding under 
Truman. Russian overtures in pleas for loans and credit, a plan pushed by Nelson and favor- 
ed by Roosevelt to aid our own post-war market and establish good will, were unsuccessful; 
a refusal of the Allies to permit large reparations from Germany became a rallying point 
for Russia; and there remained in the Russian minds a suspicion - engendered by distrust 
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of British imperialism and a rightist swing in America unfavorable to Russian policy. The 
author follows closely the struggles for a united and effective policy under Truman - and 
the disheartening results - with the United States, traditionally the champion of oppressed 
peoples, offering no ideological competition to Russia, supporting as we have been forced 
to do in the interests of our "strong situation" policy, unpopular, archaic and decadent 
regimes in borderline countries. Four points for peace are suggested - internal economic 
measures designed to take up the slack due to decreasing of military powers, to lessen the 
danger of relying upon a "military solution" to depression; a long-range commitment to 

help under-developed areas abroad; a support of genuinely democratic and popular leaders 

in the countries to whom we give aid; and a willingness to negotiate with the Soviet Union. 
On the whole this is a plea for a rational, sincere program for peace. An exciting book - 
but watch out for the fireworks - controversial material on a popular level. The author 
was an assistant to Donald Nelson and in 1944 became a member of Roosevelt's Staff as 
Economic Adviser. Since the war he has been a consultant to the Inter-Allied Reparation 


Agency and to President Truman. 
A Tremendous Number cf Books: and Few Outstanding 








A new H Allen Smith has a sure market- PEOPLE NAMED SMITH (Doubleday;; there’s important 
background data zn MAO TSE-TUNG. by Robert Payne {Schuman} Our pick for the dark horse- 
fun to sell book is Charles Fallon's A VARIETY OF FALLON (Littie, Brown} Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Non-Fictzion 


September 21 


Doubleday 


Stewart, George B. 
THE YEAR OF THE OATH $2.00 

The nightmare of the loyalty oath controversy played out on the campus of the 
University of California 1949-50 caught George Stewart (known as the author of Stom, Fire, 
etc.) as one of the 300 odd professors involved. A chapter near the start outlines the 
chronology of the battle in which the professors had refused to sign the loyalty oath or 
accept a teaching contract which contained a watered down version. Focus is put on the 
emotional and psychological reactions of the faculty, faced with the issue and acting on 
it as a larger moral principle. Both the moral and purely pragmatic aspects at stake are 
clearly defined, and the most incisive part of the book is a brilliant and devastating 
analysis of the ten regents who demand- "Sign- or get out:" He conveys to the reader the 
almost sinister quality of the battle, and shows how large a part state politics play in 
University affairs. The book is not bitter, nor is it a propagandized plea for sympathy 
with the victims. Rather it is a challenge to the public to face the issue dramatized by 
their case. Told in direct, uncomplicated prose. Well documented. Indexed. 


Mannheim, Karl Oxford 
FREEDOM, POWER AND DEMOCRATIC PLANNING $5 .00 


A posthumous volume by the Professor of Sociology and Education, London Univer- 
sity, author of Diagnosis of Our Time, etc. In response to the conflict of the present so- 
ciety - caught between the forces of extreme right and left- Mannheim offered a Third Way. 
He found that both ideological and utopian thought (which he investigated in Ideology and 
Utopia) fail to realize social reality. Building on his theories which included a reliance 
on a “socially unattached intelligentsia" for a rational understanding of reality, Mann- 
heim, in exchanging a Continental detachment for a new intellectual milieu in England in 
1933, suggested that the middle class - caught between the two extremes-might strike a 
balance between centralized authority and local government. At the basis of his thought, 
however, is an insistence upon "integration" of the specialized spheres of life, and in- 
tegration behavior as an ideal pattern of a democractic community. At last Mannheim allots 
to religion the task of coordinating all human activities - a religion free in thought and 
position, yet cognizant of basic experiences beyond the realm of science. He defines the 
offices of religion as diagnosing society as in transition, focussing attention on import- 
ant issues, and integrating human conduct. A scholarly blueprint with a heavy Hegelian 
beat. Limited market. 
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Bedichek, Roy Doubleday 
KARANKAWAY COUNTRY $2.00 











The record, in almost the style of a personal journal, of Mr. Bedichek's life- 
long love affair with the out of doors, and a regional book that expands our limited know- 
ledge of that piece of Texas littoral lying between Galveston and Corpus Christi, and 
named after a now extinct Indian tribe. The author is deeply concerned in problems of 
conservation of the land, water and wild life, and repeatedly indicates how cruelly abused 
the area is by the citizenry. His focus is on the animal world, and he treats cranes, 
coons, wild goats and many other species with the detailed interest and the occasional 
drama other writers would give to human beings. Through observation backed by research 

he explores the aspects of rivers, dust storms, native Texan architecture- and the sky, 
which he views more as poet than astronomer. Communicable response to man's natural 
habitat and his fellow creatures- gentle but righteous insistence on respect and fair 
play....Not in the class with Peattie, but approaching that sort of market. 



































Linton, Ralph & Adelin Henry Schuman 
HALLOWEEN THROUGH TWENTY CENTURIES $2.50 


Fifth in the series of Great Religious Festivals this fits into a category of 
folk material as well as religion - and not into holidays as familiar connotation of 
Halloween might suggest. The authors approach the subject as anthropologists, and re- 
view the solemn religious significance of the three day span- Halloween, All Saints’ Day 
and All Souls Day, tracing the sources of observance back to pagan mysteries. It seems 
of Celtic origin, though there are similarities in Egyptian, Greek and Roman legend. The 
addition of witches, goblins and fairies to the general acceptance of the prevalence of 

{ spirits of the dead show in the Celtic Samhain (Scotland, Norway, Ireland), while Prot- 
estant Europe had an additional association as the date on which Martin Luther posted his 
famous theses. The material expanded from Robert Burns' sources explains many survivals 
in the games we associate with Halloween; while the use of Jack o'Lanterns is given an 
Irish source. The history of witchcraft, of the identification of cats with witches,is ex- 
plored from medieval times to the 17th century and the brief terror in Salem. Some 
anecdotal material relieves the scholarly approach. 


September 29 


Ropke, William University of Chicago Press 
THE SOCIAL CRISIS OF OUR TIME $3.50 


Dr. Ropke, Professor of economics at the Graduate Institute of International 
Studies at Geneva, and author of many well thought out works on the growth of capitalism, 
presents his solution to the "crisis of democracy.” After forcefully developing the 
argument that Western democratic civilization is in the process of disintegration with 
intellectual and moral degeneration accompanying an economic crisis, he goes on to decry 
the current solution of government handouts to all pressure groups, as one that will lead 
only to collectivism which he claims is a cure worse than the disease. He proposes in- 
stead the "third way". Readers who recall the popular Sweden the Middle Way may be in- 
terested in the comparison with Ropke's model civilization which is more closely approxi- 
mated (though definitely not reached) in Switzerland. The answer to the modern crisis can 
be found only, according to the author, in the development of a more highly competitive 
economic system, and one where the balance of power rests neither with the proletariat nor 
@ capitalist but with the land owning "peasants", artisans and small businesses. This will 
provide not only economic stability, but also a cultural renaissance firmly founded on 
individual initiative, responsibility and freedom - a point of view strongly reminiscent 
of Jefferson's theory of agrarian economy. Dr. Ropke will not be easily classified poli- 
tically- his concept of a highly competitive system calls for a control of the business 
cycle by government intervention, destruction of monopolies and discouragement of large 
scale industry by state legislation. Specialized appeal. 
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Macmillan 


Bolitho, Hector 
A BIOGRAPHER 'S NOTEBOOK $3.50 

A random book of essays this, dealing with the Queen of Roumania, the Prince 
Consort's Mother, King Abdullah and sundry Victorian and post-Victorian figures. Bolitho-- 
author of the Reign of Queen Victoria, the House in Half Moon Street. etc., etc.--here pre- 
sents hitherto unpublished letters and documents which throw sidelights of mild interest 
on characters about whom already much has been written. The most interesting material is 
a series of letters by Queen Marie of Roumania to a young man in America, whom she had 
never seen, but with whom this impulsive woman kept up for years a remarkably revealing 
correspondence. A rather inconsequential book of possible interest to researchers, but 
of no great other interest. 

October 5 


Doubleday 


Smith, H. Allen 
PEOPLE NAMED SMITH $2.75 
Another totem pole for the low-man-on-a, in this collection of Smith-iana,which 
researches the reclame of all those of his name who flourish, or have. From the garden of 
Smiths, he goes into the variety of given names, (to compensate for their omnipresent sur- 
name), the whole range of Smith-consciousness in the fields of history, education, politics, 
society, industry, writing, show and entertainment business, sports, religion, the mili- 
tary, and roves happily through telephone books, international translations of Smith-sonia, 
and has a happy prowl through the largest family group of nomenclature. With Smiths bustin' 
out all over, and Smith upon Smith, this Smith Vigilant should find a wide audience - since 
they excel in numbers, don't miss your market... for there are lots of amusing anecdotes, 


marginalia, and Smithfields conquered here. 
October 9 


Sokoloff, Boris Creative Age Press 
SCIENCE AND THE PURPOSE OF LIFE $3.00 


A prolific writer and biologist presents here the vitalist versus the mechanis- 
tic point of view in natural science as he goes from pure physio-chemical biology to meta- 
physics in this description of evolution from simple cells to present day man. The author 
attempts to explain human characteristics by biological fact and unexplained determinant 
factors in biology he tends to describe as supernatural force. The human belief in immor- 
tality, for instance, is associated with the potential immortality, or regenerative power, 
of cells. Individualization, another force in our culture, he describes as parallel to 
biological individualization, with cancer as an example of cells working against restraint. 
His analysis of embryonic development is presented as an example of teleology. The final 
section on the evolution of the human brain provides more plausible material in favor of 
the writer's theories. Not for the pure scientist despite the large dose of biology, this 
is provocative and written for the layman. 


Appleton, Le Roy H. Scribner 
INDIAN ART OF THE AMERICAS $15.00 


A definitive book on Indian art rooted in the tribal legand and folklore predat- 
ing the coming of the whites. The scope of the research is tremendous, extending from 
North through Central and South America. Introductory text examines the symbolism and pre- 
sents legends which are closely linked with the plates illustrating the various forms of 
art,- weaving, embroidery, basketry, pottery, metal work, sculpture, painting, manuscript 
writing. The focus is on what the Indians did rather than when, but a preface sets the 
scene of historical background, and the examples are taken from the best museum collections 
in the world. The material is divided geographically into seven sections. There's a Biblio- 
graphy for further study, and a double index, one to the legends, one to the plates. 79 
full pages of color, including more than 700 designs, the work of over 100 tribes and groups. 
In format, the book suggests two other superb art books on the Scribner list,- Folk Art of 
Rural Pennsylvania and The Decorative Arts of Sweden 








* 





September 1, 1950 Non-fiction -543- 


October 9 


Hart, Val William Sloane 
THE STORY OF AMERICAN ROADS $3.00 


A brief and breezy glimpse at a number of America's most important routes of 
travel with short summaries of their historical evolvement from a nearly trackless wilder- 
ness. Among the stories told are those of the early coastal roads of colonial days, the 
Boston Post Road, the Wilderness Road, the Lancaster Pike, the Natchez Trace, the National 
Road, also known as the Cumberland Road and more simply as the Pike, the Santa Fe Trail, 
the Oregon and Mormon Trails, early overland routes to the California gold fields, the 
World War II-built Alaska Highway. There are also short, inter-related bits about the 
coming of railroads, canals, the buggy and bicycle, car, and finally truck transportation 
and the effect of all these transportation means upon the building of highways. With a 
look into the future and a section explaining route markings and numbers. Well-written 
and informative. 42 photographs, 5 maps. 


October i 


Westcott, Cynthia Lippincott 
THE PLANT DOCTOR - Revised Edition $3.00 


The first edition of The Plant Doctor (1937) is constantly consulted not only 
for the sound February to November calendar of garden demands in the war against pests and 
disease, but for its value in helping identify causes of troubles. I've found the great- 
est lack lay in detailed instructions on exactly what to do- too much assumption that any 
gardener would know how to use the prescribed remedy, strength, quantity, etc. That short- 
coming is met in this completely revised edition, and furthermore a sound, middle of the 
road position is taken in regard to the advances made in materials, equipment, methods. 
There are special chapters on regional troubles which will extend the value of the book 
well beyond the northeast area for which it was originally written. There's an alphabeti- 
cal miscellany which is ever so much more than a glossary; for example under Jools there 
is a detailed listing of equipment- pros and cons- of a "medicine kit" for the garden,etc. 
The list of agricultural experiment stations is geographically arranged, and should be use- 
ful. A standard reference book in an increasingly important phase of every gardener's li- 
brary. 

Finch, Jeremiah Henry Schuman 

SIR THOMAS BROWNE $3.50 


A scholarly addition to the Liye of Science Library this biography of the great 
physician, naturalist and writer is a stimulating grab bag of philosophical, literary and 
scientific material of the seventeenth century. Recognizing Browne's contribution to medi- 
cine in his active pursuit of experimental science in the face of restricting theological 
concepts, the author concentrates his attention upon the application of Browne's generous 
and tolerant mind to the religious and philosophical conflicts of the day, for in the mag- 
nificent Religio Medici Browne expressed a reconciliation between science and religion - 
to "unriddle the world" yet keep in mind the wonder of the unseen. There is also a sensi- 
tive exposition of the Vulgar Errors and the Urn Burial. The biographical material follows 
roughly the years of Browne's boyhood and early schooling at Oxford through travels in 
Europe to his death, including the years of his son's successful career in medicine. A 
dazzling amount of material make this study of a man and period a find for the student. 
Specialized market. 

October 11 


Payne, Robert Henry Schuman 
MAO TSE-TUNG, Ruler of Red China $3.50 





* The first full-length biography of today's undisputed first man in China, written 
by the author of Forever China, Sun Yat-Sen, etc. Objective but not biind to the issues, 
Payne uses his long knowledge of China and its people to analyze the sources of Chinese 
communism, tap roots going back to Confucius, as well as outgrowth of three great revolu- 
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tions in the last 100 years. He explores, too, Mao's relatively late adherence to Marxism, 

and sees Communism's present strength as due to internal delay and confusion within the 
Kuomintang, as much as to the Red Army's strength. Mao, peasant, scholar, poet, inter- 

preted the pulse of the people and the times accurately and used his intellectual and mili- 
tary powers accordingly. Chiang, the aristocrat (on his own findings) wrestled with gigan- | 
tic shadows, confused as to actualities, hopelessly removed from the true source of strength, i 
the people he ruled. The author does not venture prophecies of Red China's future inter- | 
national role; his concern is with Mao, who- he feels- will be ruler so long as he lives, 
and with internal conditions. He feels that of necessity he is using and is used by Mos- 
cow at present, but sees him as no Chinese Tito. A revealing book, beautifully written, 
well documented (much of Mao's own writing is incorporated), scholarly. I11'd. Maps. 


October 12 


Tabor, Eithne Sheed & Ward 
THE CLIFF'S EDGE $2.00 


As poetry, these poems are of questionable value. As clinical material, they 
reflect the reactions of the author to experiences and impressions during periods of men- 
tal disturbance. Miss Tabor wrote most of the poems while she was in a mental institution, 
as a schizophrenic of eighteen, and to doctors, psychiatrists and analysts, they may hold 
deeper significance than to the average reader. 


Allen, George E. Simon & Schuster 
cloth - $3.00 


PRESIDENTS WHO HAVE KNOWN ME paper - $1.00 


An unblushing, non-ambiguous autobiographical report from a Court Jester, which 
has something of a behind-the-scenes appeal in its political aspects, and a definite human 
interest approach in its outspoken account of the hows and whys of his career. Ensconced in 
cap and bells this tells of his Mississippi background, his early experiences in law, and 
the beginnings of his amateur politics - law, hotel finance, political affiliations, Dis- 
trict Commissioner of Washington (through Pat Harrison), Relief Administrator, etc.- until 
with Democratic upsurge the author was In..... From then on it is this and that - sometimes 
not so friendly - about F.D.R., campaigns, Wallace, Truman (here an unqualified backing) , 
missions, wartime assignments, golf course conferences, and altogether a very "I" recall. 
Brash - and not too important - this will have its audience among the myopic footnote 
followers of current history. 

October 16 


Garrett, Eileen J. Creative Age 
THE SENSE AND NONSENSE OF PROPHECY $3.00 


A well-known medium and genuine sensitive defines and analyzes all the various 
branches of extra-sensory experience and attempts to differentiate between the charlatans, 
soothsayers and false prophets and the serious workers in psychical research. Chapters are 
devoted to the different callings - fortune-telling, crystal gazing, witchcraft and sorcery, 
mediumship, astrology, numerology, reading tea leaves and cards, palmistry, graphology, 
cults, prophecy, automatic writing, ouija boards - with historical background, tricks of 
the trade and the author's evaluation of the psychic powers involved. Considerable space 
is given to mediums and cultists, and here the author injects much of her own personal ex- 
perience, in England in the twenties, - the embryonic Fascist and Communist cults, the 
"masters" and their rich women followers, the people she has helped and the crackpots who 
have pursued her and her work in serious research. A sound, popular approach which is read- 
able, sympathetic and presumably authoritative. There is a Steady and definable market 
for this type of book. 


Powdermaker, Hortense Little, Brown 
HOLLYWOOD, THE DREAM FACTORY $3.00 


An anthropologist's coolly scientific and thoroughly documented analysis of the 
transient, illusionary world of Hollywood which shows the interaction of the dreams it 








it 
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manufactures on our society- from which- in turn- they stem. Believing that Hollywood is 
not a reflection- but rather a "caricature of selected contemporary tendencies", this an- 
alyzes prevalent types and techniques as well; the accent on sex and money; the imperman- 
ence and instability of the life there; the power of the front office, of censorship, of 
monopolies of production and distribution; producers, writers, directors, and the rewards 
which are financial rather than occupational; the star system- and the publicization of 
private lives; and the whole inclination of this society towards the totalitarian rather 
than the democratic. Facts as well as faces brighten the examination which is not too 
seriously angled to catch popular interest. 


October 16 


Seldes, Gilbert _ Viking 
THE GREAT AUDIENCE $3.75 


A lively, urbane and rather disapproving look at the three popular arts - movies, 
radio and television - by the author of The Seven Lively Arts. The three great entertain- 
ment industries are here analyzed and appraised in terms of their products, their complex 
business set-ups, and their influence on ow tastes and standards. A meaty, intelligent 
book in which the author cites well-known programs and movies as he discusses the lost 
theater audience, the radio soap operas, the domination of television by radio. He con- 
demns Hollywood for the immaturity of the industry, the refusal to make good pictures, 
classifying pictures by budget, its adaptation of novels, the methods imposed on screen- 
writers, the stultifying Production Code and, as a result, the myths created in the area 
of sex. In radio it is the influence of F.C.C., the treatment of politics and editorial 
comment, the particular writing formulas for variety shows, soap opera, etc. and radio's 
"child and destroyer", television, with its brief history, the controversy over color, the 
ineffectual bid for control made by Hollywood, the effect of the ad man and radio methods, 
etc. A final section deals with the great audience, its composition and characteristics, 
its influence on the industries. Good reading and sounder advice than is likely to be taken. 


October 17 


Saponaro, Michele Pellegrini & Cudahy 
MICHELANGELO $4.00 


A fine biography of the great artist, this is also a full, vital and colorful ac- 
count of the Renaissance in which he lived and of the giants, the near-greats and the ro- 
gues who peopled it. The ugly, lonely boy possessed of only one interest- that of his art- 
grows up in the Florence of Lorenzo the Magnificent where the perpetual gaieties and festi- 
vals kept the people in a state of continual intoxication of spirit- is misunderstood by 
his family, befriended by Lorenzo and set on his never-deviating path to immortality. Later, 
there is Venice, Bologna and Rome, his intermittent home for many years where he created 
the Moses, vindicated his reputation as a painter in the Sistine Chapel, and in his honored 
old age completed the plans for Saint Peter's. Of general biographical interest which will 
not be limited to the field of art. 

October 18 


Weatherwax, Rudd B. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
& Rothwell, John H. THE STORY OF LASSIE «$2.75 


Even if you're wishing that Lassie would go home to the Happy Hunting Ground, if 


you like dogs, you'll like this story of Lassie's training from ordinary cheesecake with 


starlets to fame and fortune. Besides the success story, the authors have included general 
information about the history, care and training of dogs slanted toward the average dog 
owner - also stories about dogs in wartime, dogs as companions for children, and a valuable 
section of a series of training procedures, graduated in difficulty- from "to come when 
called" to yawning and sneezing. Directions for hand signals are given for training dogs 

in show work. A reliable general appeal - double for juvenile. 


October 19° ‘17 


Cater, Ruth Cooley | Doubleday 
TREE TRAILS AND HOBBIES $3.50 


An excellent out of doors hobby book, this round-up of trees of all kinds, their 
family and individual characteristics and the types of search, observation and collecting 
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that they offer. The conifers and broadleaf varieties are described regionally and with 
keys for identification, then trees with special attractions for the hobbyist follow- those 
with flowers, cones, fruits, seeds, distinctive leaves, buds, wood growth, curious forms. 
Next are portraits of several individual trees, the tulip tree, the bald cypress, the pi- 
non, the sycamore, these are followed by sections on names, habits, backgrounds, of trees, 
trees in books, immigrant trees, rare and unusual specimens, special tree expeditions. 
There is a glossary, bibliography and there are photographs, and the text shares the per- 
sonal pleasure the author has found in this hobby of hers and in the explorations into 


which it has led her. 
October 19 


Lewis, Abigail Doubleday 
AN INTERESTING CONDITION $2.50 75 


In this season's battle of the bulge, this is the first lay record of a lying-in 
and is a dear diary documentary of not only the physiological changes she encountered in a 
pregnancy but also of the feelings of a very brooding brood hen during the 280 day cycle. 
Over and above her more practical progress from the first doctor's visit to the delivery 
through a sequence of maternity clothes, weight, diet, etc.- there is an elaborate emotion- 
al seismograph which includes a great deal of her "being-trapped thoughts", of her con-:: 
sciousness of being "focussed inward", of being "more me and lonelier than ever", of her 
alarums and apprehensions ,her:embarrassments and resentments, which might well have ex- 
cluded some of the intensely intimate details of her relationship with her husband. An 
aggravating, and in many ways a rather appalling:account, too wombenly for words. 


Krutch, Joseph Wood- fd William Sloane 
GREAT AMERICAN NATURE WRITING $5 .00 


Scientific observation, motivated by affections and a sense of man's kinship 
with other living creatures are equal components of the selections in this well-conceived 
and executed anthology. In an introduction, of necessity longer than most, Mr. Krutch 
traces the course of nature writing from the Middle Ages to Thoreau, in whom he finds the 
first and greatest American spokesman of this genre. The thirty two selections are grouped 
under subject headings, to each of which Mr. Krutch contributes a brief preface binding 
them together in major interest. Among the contributors, in addition of course to Thoreau, 
are numbered Gustav Eckstein, Mark Twain, Henry Beston, William Beebe, and others. There's 
a selection from Mr. Krutch's own Jwelve Seasons; Will Cuppy's bit fromHow to Become 
Extinctis very amusing; there's an absorbing extract from Byrd's Alone; Teale's Natural 
History in Times Squareis an eye opener. On the whole the selections are written with 
warmth and charm, and are unobtrusively informative. . 


October 20 


Corey, Paul William Sloane 
HOMEMADE HOMES . $3.95 


Don't view this as a handbook to use in the process of construction from founda- 
tion to roof. Rather is it a book to give confidence to the lower income bracket family in 
the possibility of saving fully half the costs of building by doing it themselves. It re- 
quires determination to have a home; leeway in time (his own California home, the third of 
his own building, took three years) if only evenings and week-ends and holidays are avail- 
able; school shop training in basic: use of tools; and willingness to apply onesself to 
reading up on materials, construction, etc. He discusses such things as choice of site, 
placing of the house, cellar or not cellar, local building codes, how and where to get 
help and advice, how to figure costs. He goes into the pros and cons of various building 
materials (offers cogent arguments in favor of a new wall material, Cemesto). He gives 
rather sketchy information on plumbing, heating, electric wiring- assuming, probably, that 
the home builder will get further advice. A few chapters are nail by nail how-to-do it. 
But there are great gaps- as was the case in his Build a Home, published by Dial in 1946. 
This is better written, more serious, and full of sound information. But it is not enough. 
Sell with it Laidman's How to Build Your Qwn Home, published by Harper (see P. 256). 
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October 20 





Van Nostrand 
SHERMAN HOYT'S MEMOIRS $5.00 


Hoyt, Sherman 


A life time of yachting should be all sailing men's meat, for the author, from 
his boyhood on and in spite of everything, found his true love in sailing boats. Even at 
Brown University he was with an informal yachting group, and his profession of naval arch- 
itect kept him on hand for all chances to indulge himself. There's sailing the coast, the 
Bermuda race, for various cups and challenges, up to and including the battles for Ameri- 
ca's Cup; there's trans-Atlantic sailing and meets abroad, and there are detailed descrip- 
tions of the vessels that competed. With entries from diaries and logs, Mr. Hoyt fills in 
the background with unlimited yachting material to satisfy the most insatiable sailor. 
Illustrated. 

October 23 


Peniakoff, Lt. Col. Vladimir _ oo Crowell 
POPSKI'S PRIVATE ARMY $ $3-75 


A strange foot-note to World War II is this story of a British army officer and 
his largely native forces who operated, with devastating effect upon the Desert Fox Rommel, 
behind the enemy lines in North Africa. This is the greatly detailed account of P.P.A.-- 
how it was recruited, how liaison andfriendship was built up with the natives who writhed 
under brutal Italian colonial rule. There are many thrilling accounts of the destruction 
of ammunition supply dumps, sudden forays and little pitched battles deep in the Sahara 
sands, but in general it is somewhat lacking in the derring-do that the public has become 
accustomed to in stories of this type. With illustrations and maps. 


Watkins, Ernest Farrar, Straus 
THE CAUTIOUS REVOLUTION $4.00 


A factual, in general sympathetic review of the Labour government regime ,1949-50, 
which covers intelligently and inclusively British affairs, foreign and domestic, inter- 
and intra- party relations, and in addition the leading political personalities in England 
today. The author starts with an overall picture of England in 1945, profiles of Labour 
leaders and typical opposition M.P.'s and goes on to describe the government's five Parli- 
amentary crises. Part Two deals with nationalization,- banking, coal, surface communica- 
tion,air lines, and with the proposed nationalization of iron and steel. The next section 
attempts to answer the question of how the English live now as compared to 1945, in terms 
of agriculture, food and rationing, housing, insurance and health service. Part Four con- 
siders the Press and its attitude towards the party; business and management relations; 
trade unions and their members. And Part Five takes up Britain's foreign relations and 
Commonwealth relations. The final section analyzes the 1950 election, the issues and plat- 
forms, and preducts another election within the year. A well-informed, well-tempered study, 
and one that will contribute to our understanding of Britain. 


Van Doren, Dorothy William Sloane 
THE COUNTRY WIFE $3.00 


. Mrs. Mark Van Doren adds her testimony to that of her neighbor, Lewis Gannett 
(of Cream H:ll), on the pros and cons of country living, and does it with individual grace 
and charm, though with- perhaps- less of originality than some of her fellows. It is 
pleasantly feminine in attack; there are aspects of the annual move out in the Spring 
which every city-to-country and back again trekker will read with chuckles of nostalgia 
and enjoyment. Some of the unorthodox viewpoints will be silently cheered - her ideas on 
canning, on parties, on certain types of guests, on the glamour of being snowbound, etc. 
Struggles with the budget-particularly at Christmas- give the reader a warm feeling of 
comradeship with the family. The saga of the leaves in the Fall had me longing to ring 
her up and tell her of the solution we'd arrived at - only to find the Van Doren's had 
found one similiar to it. Episodic- anecdotal- personal and fun, if you like to read 
about country living. 
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October 24 
Peck, Graham Houghton, Mifflin 
TWO KINDS OF TIME | $4.00 


Controversy will be stimulated by this long personal account of conditions in 
China during the last decade. Graham Peck, the author, was first a free-lance writer in 
China, then during the war years a member of the 0.W.I. staff and following the Japanese 
surrender again a free-lance writer. Never in any important official position during all 
this time, he was a keen observer, a warm-hearted lover of Chinaand a rapid traveller in- 
to its most remote parts. He calls his books a "condemnation of the Kuomintang Government 
based on years of living under its rule". He is definitely not a communist, his closest 
sympathies and friendships seem to lie with members of the Cooperative Movement, and the 
Young Democrats, but he is no blind partisan of these; his severest criticisms are levelled 
at the blindness of American policies based on sentimental ideas about China rather than 
real facts. The book is long, sprawling, chaotic, not brilliantly written, but. nevertheless 
rewarding to the patient reader, for it seems to reflect not one China, but the many Chinas . 
of which that harassed country in the throes of a convulsive revolution is made up. Mixing 
trivialities, anecdotes, description, irritation and penetrating criticism, Peck at least 
shows that China cannot be grasped in a glance of the eye. Undoubtedly Peck would be 
labelled a dangerous Red by McCarthy -ites. Still less doubtful is the fact that he is one 
of those liberals who has been moved by the plight of China's millions exploited by a 
small group of their own countrymen. The unfortunate point of this book is that it appears 
after the Korean situation, instead of before. China students take note. Scholars and his- 
torians as well. Not a book of primary importance, but one that casts many side-lights. 


October 26 


Sitwell, Edith Little, Brown-AMP 
A POET'S NOTEBOOK $4.00 


A piquant and perceptive book of criticism, this notebook of the presentiy most 
famous member of the Sitwell trio. Her most complete and interesting illuminations deal 
with Shakespeare's plays, for which Miss Sitwell has not only the insight of a fellow poet 
but also a magnificiently interpretative imagination. The notes on Macbeth have already 
appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, but they are easily equalled by her notes on Lear, 
Othello; and, though less complete, her remarks about the other plays are arresting and 
original. The Shakespearian notes form the major part of this volume. But it is interest- 
ing to have a glimpse of a fine poet's other favorites. Blake, Smart, Wordsworth, Baudel- 
aire are a few of the many poets who have stimulated and perhaps furnished her mind. No 
"popular" book this, but highly recommended for the cognoscenti and literati. All Shakes- 
peare lovers, all Sitwell admirers, this is your meat. 


October 27 


Watkins, Lura Woodside Harvard Univ. Press 
EARLY NEW ENGLAND POTTERS AND THEIR WARES Gi $10.00 


Despite its suggestion of thesis derivative, this scholarly study concerns itself 
with the sort of investigation and results dear to the heart of not only antiquarians, but 
their amateur brethren (and sisteren). For it gives one a feeling of being in-on-the-know 
in relation to the subject under discussion,- principally redware, the earliest of our 
Colonial pottery from natural clays, and stoneware, which grew out of the need for some- 
thing sturdier, and which demanded “importation" of clays from as far off as Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey: The steps by which the history and the biographies of the potters were col- 
lected and compiled are interesting, and bring "diggins"- usually associated with Egypt or 
ancient Troy in our minds, closer home, to the shard piles where once potters plied their 
trade. Every part of New England was explored, and old records, inventories, diaries, 
billings, advertisements studied. And the background was reconstructed, from the 17th cent- 
ury potteries near the seacoast to Bennington et al. No proofs of illustrations, but the 
text refers to figures up to 130 or more. May well be the definitive overall study in this 
field. Rich in human interest bits and early Americana. | 
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October 27 


Treat, Roger L. & Cooper, Page Messner 
MAN O'WAR $3.00 


A warm memorial to the magnificent Big Red, non-pareil racer and sire--a nation- 
al figure of such general renown that his story needs no re-telling here. The story is 
complete and includes appendices giving his family blood lines back to the legendary Godol- 
phin Arabian, his complete racing record, his sire record and the race records of his "get". 
Illustrated with photographs. Brief introduction by Bob Considine. 


October 31 


Johnson, Malcolm McGraw-Hill 
CRIME ON THE LABOR FRONT $3.00 


* It is important to realize that this is not an anti-labor book, but it is one of 
the most scorching and one of the most illuminating indictments of the criminal and vicious 
aspects of labor unions. The author was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for his series on the In- 
ternational Longshoreman's Association and its president, Joe Ryan. The award was well de- 
served not only for the quality of the expose, but the courage it required in naming names 
and unions that have used murder, graft and extortion in their union tactics. These unions 
have operated in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Hollywood; these labor leaders have pene- 
trated into high places. Those who are 100% anti-union will be inclined to assume that this 
is a universal labor picture. But the author makes very clear his own position that the: 
great majority of unions are intelligently and honestly run, and are hurt as much as is the 
public by "crime on the labor front". The text is written succinctly and confidently, and 

reads as thrillingly as a crime story. 


Suner, August Pi Macmillan 
THE BRIDGE OF LIFE: From Mystery to Reality $3.75 


A technical, philosophically-minded history of biology which bridges the subject 
from the physio-chemical aspects of the lower forms of life, to the metaphysical implica- 
tions of the evolution of the intellect and consciousness in man. The author studies the 
make-up of the single cell, the continual regeneration and disassimilation in life, enzymes, 
excitation processes and modulation of nerves and muscles, the internal chemical and physi- 
ological balances and controls, multicellular organization, morphology, heredity and evo- 
lution, biological environment of the individual,and he goes on to more abstruse topics 
such as physical time and physiological time, atomic energy and its chemical relation to 
life. A book for the vitalist faction of the biology audience. 


October ? 


Bates, Joseph D. Jr. Van Nostrand 
STREAMER FLY FISHING IN FRESH AND SALT WATER $5.00 


In 1947 Mr. Bates presented the case for Spinning for American Game Fish with 
cogent argument. Now he shares his wide experience with other fishermen, making the case 
for streamer flies and bucktails as against wet or dry flies. He analyzes the psychology 
of the fish- what attracts him, whether hunger, curiosity, play or anger. He discusses 
the factors which make for proper selection of streamer flies - thirty are as good as two 
hundred, with shape, action,quality counting more than color. He charts the hows of dress- 
ing each fly to pattern with care, of selecting streamers for the fish you want to catch, 
the water they like, etc. He tells how to fish with streamer flies- in fast water or slack, 
in salt water. He lists his own preferred streamers. The last half of the book takes each 
of the famous patterns, in alphabetical order, and outlines its history, value, appearance, 
etc. Four full color plates and numerous sketches. Special. 


Mitchell, Carleton Van Nostrand 
YACHTSMAN'S CAMERA $5.00 

A superior book on boats, the sea, its harbors, and sailing, this combination 
of interrelated text and pictures. There are boats, cruising and racing, in calm, fog and 
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in storms, in all sorts of rig and with all sorts of sailors, at home, abroad and at anch- 
or, and under all sorts of conditions. The photographs are full page, half page, and quar- 
ter page and are all taken by the author who has been part and parcel of every crew pic- 
tured so that his "Camera Primer" and "Words About The Pictures" offer helpful details 
about marine photography as well as giving the who and where of the subjects. The text is 
keyed to the illustrations and has an effervescent quality in its love of the sea and the 
craft of sailing. Good gift book for salts,.old and young. 


November 1 


Howard, Frances Minturn Dutton 
ALL KEYS ARE GLASS $2.75 


This little volume of poems gives pleasure. A rare quality. Written in con- 
ventional forms, with only a medium grasp of technique, these verses express a certain 
natural humanity plus a high-minded spiritedness that is as unusual as it is agreeable. 
The imagery is arresting. It is possible that many a lay reader may enjoy the sincere, 
keen-minded little book, though it will probably be passed over by most highbrows and 
poets of the "schools". Quite refreshing even if not "important". 


Hovey, Helen S. & Reynolds, Kay P, _ Lippincot 
THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF FOOD SHOPPING /! [22 AS $2<95 


A unique addition to a series that is essential to every library, this takes 
the hurdle of rapid dating admirably by establishing basic principles that will be as 
sound ten years from now as they are today. Trade names are studiously avoided; the 
balance is towards the day-in-day-out kind of food shopping rather than the stunty things 
or the latest wrinkle, although frozen foods are assumed as here to stay, and the intro- 
duction of gourmet specialties something every housewife should know about. From selec- 
tion of the store with which to deal- and the etiquette and efficiency of using what that 
store affords, the authors go on to the whys and whats of food shopping, through the list 
of offerings:- meat, poultry, fish, eggs, dairy products, vegetables, foods to store, 
fruits, grain foods, sweetening, fats, small items, "quickies". They discuss analysis of 
bargains, how to make and use a check list, how-in the main- to be a good housekeeper. 


Fowlie, Wallace - Morrow 
AGE OF SURREALISM “3 IS $3.00 


, An intelligent and competent study of the artistic school of thought which arose 
between the two world wars. Fowlie treats the Surrealist Movement seriously, contending 
that it was not only an "organized movement iconoclastic and revolutionary in nature" last- 
ing from 1920-1940, but that it has perhaps an "eternal meaning" and equals in seriousness 
the other "two contemporary movements of communism and neo-thomism". He devotes some chap- 
ters to its conception and separate ones to its various great exponents" Lautreamont, 
Rimbaud, Cocteau, Andrew Breton, Picasso and others. He succeeds in giving a lucidity and 
coherence, and inter-relation to the whole movement, and in removing it from the realm of 
the comic;and his criticism of individual writers and artists is illuminating. Allowing 
for the over extreme seriousness with which he treats this aesthetic movement, failing 
to set it in relation to more vigorous and affirmative philosophies, this book is one 
that will interest scholars and literateurs, especially of the left wing. 


DeVane, William Clyde Yale 
& Knickerbosker, Kenneth L.- Eds $6 .00 
NEW LETTERS OF ROBERT BROWNING 


A complete editing of a new major collection of the letters of the English poet- 
covering mostly the early and middle years. Careful and accurate editing as well as new 
and revealing material make this an outstanding contribution to Browning scholarship. The 
period covered for the most part in this collection is not well represented in the three 
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major collections published previously, and the editors’ "hands off" editing, in which 
only minor changes are made in the interests of clarity, and all conjectures are carefully 
indicated as such, offers a trustworthy text for students. The notes covering allusions, 
background material and sources, are exhaustive. The letters themselves are of value for 
the light they cast on the "outside" Browning as an eager play-goer, reader and critic, 

a conscientious man of business, and social lion. However, there is a moving letter to 
Sarianna Browning included written soon after the death of Mrs. Browning, and others which 
reflect the devoted love of Browning for his wife and son, his generous friendship and 
loyal affections. With preface, introduction, biographical note, appendices and index. 


November 1 


Riesman, David Yale 
THE LONELY CROWD $4.00 , 


Subtitled "A Study of the Changing American Character," this is one of the vol- 
umes in the series "Studies of National Policy" issued by Yale University, the department 
of Economics, Political Science and Law cooperating. It might have been titled "Mass Man 
in Modern America"; and it contains throughout its great and somewhat sprawling length 
much interesting material on the effect, for example, of mass media of communication on 
man, the influence of the "personnel director" in organizations, the ideal of the "glad 
hand", etc., etc. Mr. Riesman coined the terms "inner-directed" for the individualistic 
man of expansionist pioneer days, and of “outer-directed” man for the typical person in 
a time, such as ours, of rapidly declining population growth. By outer-directed he means 
persons extremely dependent on fashion, peer group approval, and consumer advertising. 

All this he develops at great length and unfortunately in language so debased by sociolog- 
ical gobbetygook that nearly every sentence has to be read twice to be grasped. The main 
fault of this book, however, it seems, is that its conclusions are so largely based on 
untypical--though highly influential--areas like New York. Balancing data from rural 
districts and smaller cities seems lacking. An interesting study for sociologists, city 
planners, educationists and the like, and for laymen interested in modern communal phen- 
omena, who have the patience to plough through the verbiage. Philip Wylie says much the 
same things with swift intuition and wit, but of course he does not carry the same academ- 
ic prestige. 


Eddy, Sherwood Rinehart 
YOU WILL SURVIVE AFTER DEATH $2.00 


Dr. Eddy, renowned in the field of philosophy and religion in popular vein, with 
his personal testimonial to his belief in a continuation of life after death and in human 
psychic powers. The book is directed to the uninitiated in psychic matters, and written 
with an almost defensive awareness of the unpopularity of his beliefs. He introduces his 
readers to the "Cloud of Witnesses" from history who have displayed psychic tendencies, - 
the Greek oracles, St. Paul, Joan of Arc- on to mediums of the author's own acquaintance. 
He gives intimate glimpses behind the scenes of the Duke University- psychic experiments 
and verbatim notes from seances in which he has taken part. These make up the bulk of the 
book; the tone is devout and Christian in orientation. Aside from detailed glimpses into 
the next world he includes discussions and evidences of telepathy, psychic cures, clair- 
voyance, the transplanting of an object by psychic means. For those with a budding inter- 
est in the supernatural, this book is a natural. Some borderline sceptics may become 
initiates. There is a reassuring lack of hokus pocus and a good deal of evidence. 


November 2 
Hutchinson, Bruce Rinehart 


THE FRASER $4.00 


Profile of a British Columbian river which has never long tolerated man on its 
rocks and rapids, and only recently permitted penetration through the gaunt Coast Mts. 
The gold rush brought it belatedly to public attention when gold was found in the fabulous 
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cariboo country. Since then it has been unending struggle to build means of communication 
and transportation into the Fraser's back country. While there is scarcity of folkways, 
there is compensation in the. strange and eerie setting, which the author has fully evoked. 
This new addition to the Rivers series holds to its high standard. 


November 3 





Cianfarra, Camille M. Dutton 
THE VATICAN AND THE KREMLIN $3.00 





A thoughtful and informative analysis of the various processes by which the Krenm- 
lin has fought the war against religion - and the countermeasures taken by the Vatican to 
defeat them. The author, a Vatican correspondent, explores the steps by which the Vatican 
reached what was hoped an agreement with Hitler, only to have the way cleared for the Nazi 
attack on Christianity, in relatively mild form in Germany and Austria, and violent form 
in Poland. With German occupation of Rome, the neutrality of the Vatican was acknowledged, 
while half of Rome went underground, and the Church foiled manhunts of victims. The story 
of Father O'Flaherty is a dramatic anecdote in the total story. Following victory, Pope 
Pius XII devoted himself to the cause of peace until he realized that the USSR was follow- 
ing the same path as the Nazis, developing an offensive against the Church. The balance 
of the text reveals the varying steps taken in Yugoslavia, Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Italy, depending on whether there was a possibility of using 
the Orthodox Church as a tool for conversion, or whether the Roman Catholic Church must 
be eliminated and open anti-religious war declared. And in every case, primary attack was 
made to secure the allegiance of youth. The Vatican has strengthened their aggressive 
stand. The results of the election in Italy give evidence of the results, and elsewhere 
the strength of the Communist party in unoccupied countries has been weakened. The threat 
of excommunication was accompanied by information intended to enlighten, not to punish 
innocent fellow travellers. The efforts culminated in the drama of the Holy Year obser- 
vance, the crusade of the great reform, and the change of attitude as to collaboration 
with other than Catholic churches on efforts to stem the red tide. An interesting presen- 
tation of the battle of religion against atheism. Of interest to Protestant as well as 


Catholic readers. 
Novesber § 10/23 


Nathan, George Jean Knopf 
THEATRE BOOK OF THE YEAR: 1949-1950 $4.00 


This perennially entertaining theatrical reviewer again dusts off the waxworks 
of dramatic claptrap, cauterizes the inexcusable and offers palms where due. Mr. Nathan, 
pattering around his particular province, covers musical comedies, revues, experimental 
as well as commercial theatre and usually makes his points of criticism with a not too 
finely pointed stiletto. And at any given moment he takes off into digressions on theatri- 
cal history, playwriting, acting, direction, casting, make-up, local and imported tradi- 
tions, any and every ramification of the theatre. The eighth in his yearly accounting, 
this is again for drama shelves and classes, thoughtful followers of the theatre. 


Colman, John S. | Norton | 
THE SEA AND ITS MYSTERIES $3.50 | 


Amateur marine naturalists who like to observe and collect flora and fauna be- 
tween the tide-marks of shores will find this an extremely useful guidebook. Other inter- 
ested laymen, both young and older, will find it a simple and concise but scholarly-con- 
densed volume on all aspects of oceanography. This takes up the watery 70% of the earth's 
surface in all its aspects--the depth-hidden bottoms fascinating in their various forma- 
tions--the strange stratification of various waters flowing from different sources--the 
restless, tide-tossed surface. There are chapters on historical explorations and research- 
es, the major and minor inhabitants from the whale to the plankton, coral reefs, fishing 
and the dangers of over-fishing. Coastal schools and classes will find it an aid in pre- 
paration for collecting and observing expeditions. Fully illustrated with line drawings 
and half-tones. Bibliography. 
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November 8 
Liaquat Ali Kahn Harvard 
PAKISTAN, The Heart of Asia $3.00 
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A collection, in book form, of the speeches Liaquat Ali Kahn, Premier of Pakis- 
tan, made during his May, 1950 trip through the United States, as well as some related ad- 
dresses by Pres. Truman, Vice President Barkley, Gen. Eisenhower, on the occasion when 
Columbia awarded the Premier an honorary L.L.D., etc. Insofar as is possible in speeches 
of this type, the Premier presents a concise and clear picture of his very young nation, 
its difficult geographic situation and division, the tremendous economic and social pro- 
blems it has in large part successfully overcome since the dark days of 1947, and its out- 
look to what is hoped a bright future. As a means of acquainting the American public with 
@ still virtually unknown but highly significant part of the world, these talks are valu- 
able and rewarding reading. They also serve to introduce a man of considerable culture 
who is at present an important world leader. 


Fallon, Carlos Little, Brown 
A VARIETY OF FALLON $3.00 


* A madcap melange of Castilian-Columbian-Irish-American family background makes 
a first person narrative of near-fabulous proportions. For the author came of a family 
whose intermingled nationalities of the dignified and hot-headed created a father whose 
anthropology and diplomatic careers provided a truly amazing combination and a mother who 
could out-manoeuver any situation. With his brother, Eduoard, life in Hogota was explos- 
ive, with all the aunts and uncles and grandparents having a finger in the outcome of all 
escapades, life in New Orleans, where father was the Colombian consul, soon led to the 
sea, but not until figs, the Black Owls, the Boy Scouts, three girls in tights had done 
their bit to make life memorable. As a Colombian naval officer, the author fought in the 
Peruvian war, ran a destroyer with cows, calf and chickens aboard, rebuilt the same ship 
with the ship's company only as repair men and sailed her rigged as a brigantine, and in 
the past war, as a U.S. citizen found the life of an instructor was composed of misunder- 
standings. The publishers make a comparison with Young Man of Caracas, and although the 
flavor here is lighter, it will give you the idea. Something different in international 
relations. 


TWO LATE COMERS 


Gottmann, Jean Holt 
A GEOGRAPHY OF EUROPE $6.75 


A famous French geographer has written this geography of Europe for Americans, 
but it is sure to be of worldwide value. Here is geography in terms of national environ- 
ment, historical background, social and economic setting, as well as physical and geolog- 
ical aspects familiar in standard geographies. Without becoming partisan or political, he 
has managed to keep objectivity and perspective, while supplying the reasons for political 
pressures today. A small continent, Europe provides infinite variety, breaking down into 
two major divisions, the western maritime part opposed to the eastern continental part- 
with both offering basis for European unity beyond its territorial continuity. He discusses 
population pressures, standards of living, open vs closed economy, regional differences ,the 
basic factors determining development in boundaries, mountains, rivers, harbors, natural 
resources, etc. The text is supplemented by maps where necessary and a great many fine pho- 
tographs which expand the descriptive value of the text. While not pedantic either in style 
or format, the content makes it admirable high school and college material. (9/11) 


Hart, James D. Oxford 
THE POPULAR BOOK: A History of America’s Literary Taste $5.00 


* A wonderful reference tool by the man who edited the Oxford Companion to American 
‘Literature, and of reading interest to those concerned in the social backgrounds and the 
pressures that shaped "best sellers" from the Bay Psalm Book to todays sensationalism.The 
approach is quite different from Mott's Golden Multitudes;the two definitely complement 
each other. The re-examination of past factors in molding big sales indicates pertinent 
factors for consideration in weighing a particular book's chances. Scholarship is leavened 
with wit that makes reading the book a pleasant and profitable excursion into America's 
past. An essential for libraries,schools,and groups studying contemporary as well as writ- 
ing of the past. (9/14 
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325 - Boyd, W. C. - GENETICS AND THE RACES OF MAN - postponed to 10/2 (Little, Brown) 
326 - Hart, H. H. - SEA ROAD TO THE INDIES - postponed to 9/12 (Macmillan) 
343 - Story, J. T. - THE TROUBLE WITH HARRY - postponed to 9/12 (Macmillan) 
369 - Shore, W. - THE WITCH OF SPRING - definite date 9/18 (Pellegrini & Cudahy) 
369 - Wilson, G. - BRAVE COMPANY - definite date 9/8 (Putnam) 
372 - Sheldon, R. - POOR PRISONERS DEFENSE from 9/8 to 10/13 (Simon & Schuster) 
386 - (J) Cleary, B. - HENRY HUGGINS - from $2.50 to $2.00 (Morrow) 
387 - (J) Norris, K. » MORNING LIGHT - from 9/21 to 10/5 (Doubleday) 
387 - (J) White, R. - THE HAUNTED HOUND- from 9/21 to 10/5 (Doubleday) 
393 - Wertenbaker, C. - THE BARONS - from 9/8 to 9/29 (Random House 
397 - Bonn, J. L. - HOUSE ON THE SANDS - definite price $3.00 (Doubleday) 
398 - Waltari, M. - THE ADVENTURER - from $3.00 to $3.50 (Putnam) 
4Ok - Martin, J. B. - BUTCHER'S DOZEN - postponed (Harper) 
406 - Cameron, K. N. - THE YOUNG SHELLEY - from 9/19 to 9/26 (Macmillan) 
410 - Bender & Graham - YOUR WAY TO POPULARITY AND PERSONAL POWER from 9/7? to 10/22 
(Coward-McCann ) 
410 - Komroff, M. - HOW TO WRITE A NOVEL / from 9/? to 10/6 (Simon & Schuster) 
412 - (J) Amiot, P. - BIJOU - definite date 9/11 (Coward-McCann) 
413 - (J) Krauss, R. - THE BACKWARD DAY - from 9/13 to 9/6 (Harper) 
416 - (J) Warner, P. M. - BIDDY CHRISTMAS - from 9/21 to 10/5 (Doubleday) 
418 - (J) Beckman, J. - SKYLARK FARM - definite date 9/20 (Whittlesey-McGraw-Hill) 
420 - (J) Blyton, E. - THE SHIP OF ADVENTURE - postponed to 9/26 (Macmillan) 
422 - (J) Fox, R. - MILESTONES OF MEDICINE - from 9/19 to 9/29 (Random House) 
430 - Dickens, M. - FLOWERS ON THE GRASS - from $2.75 to $3.00 (Whittlesey-McGraw-Hill) 
434 - Griffith, P. - THE MARE'S NEST - from 10/3 to 9/26 (Macmillan) 
435 - Deasy, M. - ELLA GUNNING - note: this is an A.M.P. - Little Brown title. 
442 - Sitwell, Sir 0. - NOBLE ESSENCES - from $4.00 to $4.50 (Little, Brown - A.M.P.) 
44h - Morley C. - THE BALLAD OF NEW YORK - from 9/7 to 9/21 (Doubleday) 
446 - Lurton, D. - THE POWER OF POSITIVE LIVING - from $2.75 to $2.95 ae 
Hill 
447 - Pratt, F. - PREBLE'S BOYS - from 9/18 to 10/20 and (J) P. 477 (William Sloane) 
448 - Vincent, B. - MAKE MINE SUCCESS - from 9/21 to 10/5 (Doubleday) 
451 - Paine & Webster - START YOUR OWN BUSINESS - from $3.00 to $2.95 aati 
Hill 
451 - Stone, I.- 4d. - WE SPEAK FOR OURSELVES - from $4.00 to $5.00 (Doubleday) 
452 - Zucker, P. - STUDIES IN PAINTING - definite date 9/15 (Viking) 
454 - Chase, M. E. - ABBY ALDRICH ROCKEFELLER - from 10/3 to 9/19 (Macmillan) 
454 - Lane, Dr. F.C. - THE STORY OF MOUNTAINS - from 10/5 to 10/19 and (J) P. 476 
(Doubleday) 
454 - Lebesen, A. L. - PILGRIM PEOPLE - from $5.00 to $6.00 (Harper) 
456 - Paul, H. N. - THE ROYAL PLAY OF MACBETH - from 10/10 to 10/17 (Macmillan) 
456 - McElroy, T.P., Jr. - HANDBOOK OF ATTRACTING BIRDS- from 10/9 to 10/16 se og 477 
Knopf 
458 - Braithwaite, W.S. - THE BEWITCHED PARSONAGE - definite date 10/9 (Coward-McCann) 
(J) McGinley, P.- THE MOST WONDERFUL DOLL IN THE WORLD - from 9/26 to 10/4 
| (Lippincott) 
(J) Hill, M.B. - THE ENCHANTED PLAYHOUSE - from 9/16 to 9/6 (Lippincott) 
487 - Wagner, C. - SYCAMORE - from 10/23 to 11/7 (Knopf) 
Balchin, N. - WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR - definite date 10/17 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Mackenzie, C. - TIGHT LITTLE ISLAND - definite date 10/19 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
491 - Boucher, A.- 4d. -FOUR AND TWENTY BLOODHOUNDS - definite date 10/17 (Simon & Schuster) 
494 - Lieb, F.G. - THE BASEBALL STORY - from $5.00 to $3.95 (Putnam) 
496 - Berryman, J. - STEPHEN CRANE - from 0/25 to 10/24 (William Sloane) 
498 - May, E.C. - THE PRUDENTIAL- from 10/5 to 10/19: 10/13 special publication date for 
Newark, N.J. (Doubleday) 
Dos Passos, J.- THE PROSPECT BEFORE US - definite date 10/19 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
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Green, Henry 
Hodgins, Eric 


Kaufman, Lenard 
Sykes, Christopher 
Thirkell, Angela 
Arnold, Elliott 
Macaulay, Rose 
Schulberg, Budd 


A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR OCTOBER 
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CONTEMPORARY 


BACK (Viking) 

BLANDINGS' WAY (Simon & Schuster) October 
Book of the Month Club sélection. 

JUBEL'S CHILDREN (Random House) 

CHARACTER AND SITUATION (Knopf) 

COUNTY CHRONICLE (Knopf) 

WALK WITH THE DEVIL (Knopf) 

THE WORLD MY WILDERNESS (Little, Brown) 

THE DISENCHANTED (Random House) November 
Book of the Month Club selection. 


REGIONAL, HISTORICAL, PERIOD 


Waugh, Evelyn 
Payne, Robert 
Kane, Harnett T. 
Costain, Thomas B. 


Forester, C. S. 
Roark, Garland 


Lipsky, Eleazar 
Dodge, David 


Boucher, Anthony- £d.FOUR-AND-TWENTY BLOODHOUNDS (Simon & Schuster) 


Hughes, Dorothy B. 


HEIENA (Little, Brown) 

THE YOUNG EMPEROR (Macmillan) 

PATHWAY TO THE STARS (Doubleday) 

SON OF A HUNDRED KINGS (Doubleday) 
November Literary Guild selection. 


RANDALL AND THE RIVER OF TIME (Little, Brown) 


RAINBOW IN THE ROYALS (Doubleday) 
THRILLERS 


THE PEOPLE AGAINST O'HARA (Doubleday) 
THE RED TASSEL (Random House ) 


THE CANDY KID (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 


AO ROR Cote FOR 


THE WAR AND CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Clark, Mark W. 
Bodde, Derk 
Johnson, Malcolm 


Gilbreth & Carey 


Sitwell, Sir Osbert 
Van Doren, Carl 
Payne, Robert 
Nevins, Allan 
Kimbrough, Emily 
Martin & Wells 
Windsor, Duke of 


Cuppy, Will 


Smith, H. Allen 


CALCULATED RISK (Harper) 
A PEKING DIARY (Henry Schuman) 
CRIME ON THE LABOR FRONT (McGraw-Hill) 


HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY 

BELLES ON THEIR TOES (Crowell) October Book 
of The Month Club co-selection. 

NOBLE ESSENCES (Little, Brown) 

JANE MECOM (Viking) 

MAO TSE-TUNG (Henry Schuman) 

THE EMERGENCE OF LINCOLN (Scribner) 

THE INNOCENTS FROM INDIANA (Harper) 

MIRACLE AT CARVILLE (Doubleday ) 

A KING'S STORY (Putnam) 
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HUMOR 
THE DECLINE AND FALL OF PRACTICALLY EVERYBODY ; 
(Holt) 3.00 
PEOPIE NAMED SMITH (Doubleday) mie 


Untermeyer & Shikes- BEST HUMOR 1949-1950 (Holt) 


Eds. 
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